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PREFACE 

have  ponistentlT  dtimnd.H  f™  :        '  •«'»«'«dM 

<m  opportunity  of  .oariw  .k   "'*,'"'"'  ""«■"  ""^ 
««pl.y  of  Co««d.  S*"""^  "'«^'''«'  "iti  the  Wo. 

My  speech,  nuturally,  .ive.  obW  *k- 
;*.»ch  of  the  life  .„<,  wXm^;?/Ci  T"^ 
my  intention  to  revise  anri  Ar,io«      •.  .  '    "^^  ^»* 

work,  to  my  deeDre^r.  f^  ^'  '*'  **"*  P'^«^^«  of 
•tten  ively  ^  mTthT  i!  !'u"  T*  "^^°  *"o^ed  me 
that  I  have  ^ot'^fd  etn  It  f.^^'"*""  '^^^^^^  ^  '-^ 
mi.ht  and  oughTfo  have tid  :?tS^^^^^  '^'  ^^<^^  I 
Comrade  Lenin  ^^®  ^®  ^'^^  "^^^^  of 

written.    To  more  th^t,tfT'     """'  "  ^^  *«  <>« 
t.»«^y  inknetrnfrr.'nal^Sh"'''  "  '^-'■ 

P«bHcly«,n.ep.rt.™l.ttueh^o±'d"lr°  *"  """ 
certainly  have  preferrZfl  f„T      •™"*°^'"^'""J'l 

«.n.na  PubU^Tlnforhin^':^'::^*':  *t  *"' 
something  of  thp  hm«,-  v  ,  ®^"*  to  know 
leader.  biography    of  their  acknowledged 

O.  Z. 


and     Work. 


Nicolia     Lenin:     His     Life 

'••■■•"V  «'■■'"  ri:^.::r'''™''''''-"' Week 

!,"0-  ho„„t  worker  i  ,  '.  '^•''"W'<'rate  if  i  ,«  "", 
E.-OP,,  i„d,.,,,  even  i„"  J;'.r"'f™-'.  i-  -he  .h^'":; 
"■".v  iiavo  heard  the  newl  „f  , "  "■°''''''  "<>  '<"  a.  h, 

01  Intimation.!  Communi,,!'         ""'  """""'led  le,.,|er 

0-day  we  „ay-«t  Ia,t_o„Z  ,h       ""  «»<"'  "'"s: 
'- leLenm  as  entirely  assurdTh,    T'"'  '^  Com- 

applause).  ^--    ).™.elf.     (Th.'.nderiL 

;^-ade  .en  J:r  iTCnt ""  ^^  '»'»^- »" 
r.e.m  g„,es  „,  ,  »«««  to  reeover.      Comrade 

!>«  Wegram  with  the  folowtor    ";""'"'  ""'^  -i-"**" 
front  ,.re  going  well    ,  °'"""»«r  words:  "Affairs  «t  th. 

;''"  "."ter...  ^i;p,;'„L7  "^J"";-' that  the/w  , '*: 
*h.ng  is  eloar.  that  Comrade  r^"''"':''  ^mrades,  olt 
»«'>o..)  to  the  terror  of      ,™  ^ '"  "™  ("PP'ause 
""d  .0  the  joy  of  the  pr  letarirT"'  "'  Con.™!,-;:' 

Comrades!  It  goes  with'    !         'Communists. 

♦•■7  is  not  one  sfngTe  I'*""!'"/'"*'  *""*  ■»  «>«  ha-, 

"al  and  as  a  whole  wh7Le^*".''°«  ""' '' •"«'.  i"  «en 

has  heard  of  Leniu/kno^s   "l.  It  ^"'^  "■"""■'^  «an 

'"  «he  history  of  the  rTbcm**  ""'  "^  «  8'g«ntic  figure 

world.   Eve:y„„,  j,  ^/'^^  movement  of  the  whote 

''-nin,''.hathedoes„„Ts,o„,?;H.T''  ">  '"^  -«"d 

"e  has  done  for  the  iu.erll  I     ''TZ''*'  «"-  -". 

A^  ^"^  Russian  Labour 


I 


2  NICOLAI      LENIN 

movement.   E\«Ty  proletarian  knowM  that  Leniii  in  the 
lemdel-,  Lenin  i»  the  apostle  of  world  Communism  (Ap- 
plaiise).    But  I  think,  comrades,  that  we  cannot  pay  a 
greater  honour  to  our  teacher  and  leader  to-day  th^n  if 
I,  who  am  ac«|uainted  with  the  bioprraphy  of  Comrade 
Lenin  somewhat  intimately— I  have  had  the  jrood  for- 
tune to  work  side  by  side  with  Comrade  Lenin  in  the 
closest  collaboration  for  more  than  ten  years— if  I  take 
ndvantage  of  the  present  occasion  in  order  to  share, 
though  it  be  only  in  brief,  with  younj?er  friends  and 
older  comrades,  who  have  never  had  the  opportunity 
of  observing  so  closely  the  work  of  Comrade  Lenin,  my 
nutheutic  knowledge  of  the  life  of  Comrade   Lenin. 
(Xumerous  voices.  Please  do!) 

•  •  •  • 
Vladimir  Ilyitch  Lcnin-Ulianoff  is  now  48  year?,  old. 
He  was  born  in  the  year  1870,  on  the  10th  of  April,  at 
Simbirsk.  And  out  of  the  48  years  of  his  life,  Comiide 
L  Miin  has  devoted  nearly  30  years  work  to  the  cause  of 
freedom. 

The  father  of  Comrade  Lenin,  by  birth  a  peasant, 

■A^as  director  of  the  elementary  schools  in  the  Vulga 

provinces,  and  enjoyed  great  popularity  amon-    the 

teachers  of  the  town  and  village  schools  in  his  district. 

The  mother  of  Comrade  Lenin  I  knew  personally.  She 
died  in  the  year  19i:i  Alexander  III  had  executed  her 
eldest  son,  Alexander  Ulianoff.  From  that  time  she 
concentrated  her  maternal  tenderness  on  Vladimir 
Ilyitch.  And  Comrade  Lenin,  in  his  turn,  tenderlv 
loved  bis  broken  heaned  little  mother. 

Living  in  exile,  hunted  by  the  Tsar's  Government, 
Comrade  Lenin  would  tear  himself  away  from  the  most 
urgent  work  in  order  to  make  a  special  journey  to 
Sweden  to  pay  a  visit  to  his  mother  and  to  brighten  for 
her  the  last  days  of  her  life. 

After  leaving  the    classical  i' gymnasium,"  Lenin 
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brother „, .ie  .,';:;:;: r?' r "';" -' ""• 

in  the  ,t.  lent"    ^vo,!;'""""'  '■'"'  '"'  '«'"">'  P«" 
-  I.P«  of  four  vc„     I"'''  '";"•"■"■■"•    ""ly  «ft" 
nnal  exai,nimtion« 

activities.  .^ earned  after  revolutiormry 

one'foot^:::'^;;:--;-,;^-.  ..e  .„„a  «.,,,, 

-uMt'::;f:::;::;,r  ■;•;•»» ";-'  ■■.  ,<«  „,  „„„, 

tho^e  glorious  fi'-h  Z  '•""'""""ary  terrorists; 

".^e  dL.,;:;::-,;  n;e™,r  ;',rv","r'  "'-•'•  ^'■'"- 

frieuds  of  the  neonle  lik.  ,  '  "V'""'  '"»■  >"«  the 
BevolitionarU  b  t  ',h.^  "'''''''"■''  '"^''"  '^"'^"'i^' 
people.  VlaSr  'u  .  "'":  "'"'  "'^''■•'"'""•■'  »«  '"e 
«ce  of  tiX;  H^    ^^  "-^  ■•'■'«;«'  ''.V  l,lood  to  this 

the  chief  promoters  nf  /h.  w    ''""'"«•  "ho  was  one  of 


!t;,^ts,-;3:^*.-,^;^i^  J '- It^'tc^ 
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ardent  respect  for  this  cluster  of  brilliant  revolutionary 
M<,rker.s,  the  first  generation  of  Populist  revolution- 
arie.s.     Lenin,  since  the  time  when  he  awakened  to  a 
conscious  political  life,  has  never  shared  the  Populist 
theories.    He  first  became  promiuent«when  he  began  to 
fight  against  revolutionary  Populism.   He  was  thi  very 
antipodes  of  Mikhailovsky.   He  gained  his  first  laurels 
as  a  Socialist  precisely  through  the  struggle  against 
Populism.    But  nobody  had  so  great  a  respect,  no  one 
ever  taught  the  workers  to  respect  these  first  fighters 
against  Tsarism,  as  Vladimir  Ilyitch. 

In   the   eyes  of   Comrade   Lenin,    such   workers   as 
Zhelyaboff  and   Sophie    Perovskaya    stood    transcen- 
dently  high— people  who  raised  the  flag  of  revolt  and 
went  forward  with  bomb  and  revolver  against  the  Tsar 
at  the  end  of  the  'seventies  and  in  the  beginning  of  the 
eighties,  when  Russia  was  a  prison-house  of  nations 
when  every  friend  of  freedom  drew  breath  in  pain' 
when  the  workers  of  Russia  were  still  only  beginning  to 
form  themselves  into  a  class.      Vladimir  Ilyitch  well 
understood  how  great  and  immeasurable  were  the  ser- 
vices of  the  first  heralds  of  the  Russian  revolution 

And  Comrade  Lenin  did  not  reject  this  heritage    He 
said :  This  heritage  belongs  to  us,  and  to  us  only     Our 
task  is  to  carry  further  that  work  which  was  begun  by 
Zhelyaboff.    Zhelyaboff,  by  placing  himself  on  the  side 
ot  the  working  class  and  first  raising  the  question  of 
the  Socialist  revolution,,  was,  in  fact,  a  Bolshevik,  a 
(  ommunist.     In  order  to  do  the  work  of  Zhelyaboff 
under  new  social  conditions  we  must  become  revolu- 
tionary Marxists,  our  hearts  must  beat  as  one  with  the 
working  class,  the  only  revolutionary  class  of  our  time 
that  class  which  is  not  able  to  win  freedom  for  itself 
without  freeing  the  whole  world. 

Vladimir  Ilyitch  specially  loved  and  was  proud  of  the 
figure  of  the  first  great  working-class  leader,  the  car- 
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#      P""*«^  Stepan  Khalturin.    Lenin  did  .;\         .•  ' 

sonally,  he  knew  him  bv-  hearsa    a1  d      V  "''''  '""^  P'"' 
him  ourselves.    You  kmnv7C\  T^"'  "'  ^''  ^"^^^ 

ordinal  P-letaria^o Hen    s   iri!  T  'Vr  "^^^^- 
the  Winter  Palace    hnt      u      '  """^  ^"'•''  ^''^^^^  »P 

against  Tsardom  i„  ,h,  .If^f  f, '  ™  '*''"""'^ 
Oomrad,  Lenin  used  "U  w,  /  r"""""^  ''''"''■ 
of  such  proletari.,,.  ,    "Jtl,      '      "'  """'^  hnndreds 

longer  so'i,a       ^ ^e  '  Jl"!'""!'.  T"""  '"''  "^  ■■» 
against  this  or  thatTndi,?^  ^  ''""'''  "■"  ■■"•"''■'•■■ 

at  the  head  oV    e::t'    ;;r,3"-''"'  -"-  '-ey  rise 
we  shall  be  inviueihlo",.,"      .",  ™'-kers-,l,e„ 

dom  ,a„d  with  it  „.  'e'ud     :   '  ZZ""  "',"  ""  ^'"■ 
bourgeoisie.  *"    ""    ""'<■    "f   the 

an,%"a^itt;L:fr:"" '?■„-'--'»-  -^^  '■■ 

whom  Lenin  ahva'  "^Ced'a^LT''"-"'  ^  "-"""■^ 

man  Ivan  \'asilvev  t.h  nlT  , ,  "''  "•"*  ""-  "'ork. 

Lenin  here,  iTplZtTC      V''''  "'"""  ^'"'"™<''' 
.ties,  together  start    "/';  fl^;"' 'll  •""",  '"  '"^  '-- 

tions,  together  leadiimLfi  ."""''"■'"'  "fganiza- 
ther  takfng  their  pa  m,,,"'  ""''"''  *'■•'"-•  '"^e. 
«• "  This  oomLe  1  la  .  r  '"'°'""'^''"''  "'  "-e  "  rsk- 
revolution  of  liw;,;'"/ "^^  »   P™»'"e»t  Part  in  ,he 

im  Vladimir  llv  t:^;;™::  ;:"•>•  'i^-.-""--*  t'>at  in 
Siberian  exiles  ihat   1^^,,  ,',1      "  i"""^'  '""""^  'be 
Ceneral  Hennenka.pfl  ^5*:.  '"'    """    ^•■"'    "■>• 
I-  V.  Babushkin  and  SheVnn^w      u     • 

and  who  is  known  to  the  Petrrr!'  "  "  "'"'"  ''"""• 
now  grown  blmd)-fhe>l  -'"'"'^"'™"'' ('•-'■ax 

out  of  the  workhg     a's    cZlTr^'"^*"^'  -""'« 
brothers,  placed  them  Wn.  '  ^"'"  '"'"^  ''•'e 

them  the  real    f*re^,n,.       'T  "'  ""  """P'^'  »"  in 
dawning  worker^TvSn.   "    '""  '""^'^  »*  "- 
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The  first  period  of  activity  of  Comrade  Lenin,  as  of 
many  other  revolutionaries  who  sprang  from  among  the 
ranks  of  the  intelligentsia,    was    passed  i  n  student 
circles.  When  Comrade  Lenin  was  expelled  from  Kazan 
I  niversity  he  went  to  Petrograd.    And  he  used  to  tell 
us  how,  having  already  caught  the  Marxxist  infection 
in  Samara,  he  walked  about  Petrograd  searching  for  a 
Marxist.     Vivos  voco!    But  the  "tribe"  of  Marxists 
was  at  that  time  extremely  few.   There  were  no  Marx- 
ists m  Petrograd,  even  if  he  searched  for  them  in  day- 
light with  a  torch.      The  Populists  monopolised  the 
minds  of  all  the  intellectuals,  and  the  working  class 
were  only  stretching  themselves  out  of  slumber  to  poli- 
tical life.  ^ 

And  now  there  comes  this  young  Comrade  Lenin, 
builds  up,  after  a  year  or  two,  in  Petrograd,  the  first 
working-class  organizations  and  rallies  around  himself 
the  first  Marxist   intellectuals.     Very  soofi  Lenin  is 
a  ready  in  the  literary  arena  crossing  swords  witK  the 
old  leader  of  the  Populists,  N.  K.  Mikhailovsky      >— 
Lenin  (under  the  pseudonym  of  llyin)  comes  forward 
with  a  series  of  brilliant  economic  articles  which  at 
once  win  for  him  a  name.      And  immediately  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Populist  intelligentsia  there  could  be  ob- 
served a  certain  alarm.  Somebody  powerful  and  strong 
has  di-sturbed  the  petty  bourgeois  pool.    The  movement 
ot  the  water  begins.    On  the  horizon  a  new.figure  has 
appeared.  Someone  is  stirring  up  the  stagnant  air,  and 
there  is  a  breath  of  newness,  freshness.    In  Petrograd, 
Comrade  Lenin,  together  with  some  other  followers  of 
Marx  and  the  working  men  of  whom    Ihave  spoken, 
builds  up  the  "Union  of  the  Struggle  for  the  Emanci- 
pation of  Labour."    He  was  entrusted  by  this  organi- 
sation with  the  conduct    of    the    first  working-class 
strikes  and  wrote  the  first  simple,  unassuming,  hecto- 
graphed  leaflets,  in  which  were  formulated  the  econo- 
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the  popularisation  of  Marxism  ^  '  °' 

excite  economic  confliels  fo  IT  "■"'""  °'  """'•  *» 

'       to  the  level  of  »  ^T     ,  '  *'"'"^'  '"""'omic  strike 

withtli  1  "^       ■""  ""'••  '^'"'  Vladimir  Ilvitch 

wor.i„,..,ass  ^ .t.'''LXt"eaVtt  po.it  t^ 
ho.-tiiitv    tL  ,,  '"^"•""''  "'  ""«  time  meet  him  with 

thif  h»  ,-.  ;  •'  »'  •^"""•"de  Lenin  one  can  notice 

to  Zc7::,T:/j::J:^T  "''"^  ^'™'^  "•"'  -»« 

v.uuncu  ot  People  s  Comm  ssaries  or  to  tho  aii 
Russian  Conffress  nf  <<n-,M-^*„  i  *"®  '^"~ 

-^^d^e^ri-^^--^^^ 


:  4.-sgjw!aia^it»v. . 


.-S^i&,V»Jfe?i 


'y.atsB.;^ti^^,^„_^-__ 


-^:;.;i;-2Bir«s,ss^^--, 


'^:*«SSaKffiftfe4^^,r;3S^^5ai^^l«tt 
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strike?       Comrade  Len.n  does  not  always  remember 
them;    00  many  people  have  ero.s..ed  hi    path      Bui 

S^mnn    r  ^1^1^^^^'"'  ^'T  .'^^  "^P-^  of 
and  leader.  '  '^''  ^'  ^'""^  *^^''-  ^^«'  f'-ie"<i 

Towards  the  end  of  the   'nineties  Comrade  Lenin 
after  a  long  confinement  in  prison,  was  obi  ,ed  to  d  ' 
part  „,to  exile.    There  he  developed  an  immea  e  seieT 
tific  and  hterarv  activitv       Th^^^  u 
work«s  nnf  ^f     u-  l^l^'^^y-      There  he  wrote  certain 
works  out  of  which  I  will  dwell  upon  two  onlv.    The 
first  work  was  a  little  pamphlet,  "Problems'of  thl 
Russian   SociRl-Democrats."    Thi     0121^    ' 
hardly  read  bv  anvbodv      But  Vt  ^    ?  ''    "°^ 

«;«««    t     nr     *.  "'•'""".^-     out  it  remains  a  master 
piece  of  a  Marxian 's  treatmpnf  nf  f  v.«         .•        ™»'^^^r- 

Tsardom  and  the  stru'  'i;  .J  I  ^'''''^'''  ^"^"^^ 

the  bourgeoisie  for  P?-V^'  Proletariat  against 

At  the  pre  ent  .•"'""''  ^'"^""^^  ^"^  Socialism? 

simple  a    Ib  C     B.^ri/r^'r'    ^"    ^'^^  ^^^^  ^ 

far  from  being  .,o   1  "r       " '^^^^^^ 

mi*if«,"f»,^       ft     o   Clear,      ihe    celebrated    "Econo- 

force,  contending  f„r  mastery  i„  R,„,i..  X.^J^'^l 
to  defer  (I^mn  argued)  the  formation  of  workin,  el™ 
^rt.e,  m  Russia  until  we  hare  won  politTcal  freellT 
^o,  we  have  not  lagged  behind  Kurope"!  huodr^'t:.- 
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in  order  to  !,«„,.  back  with  tl..  organisation  of  labour 
parties  nnt.l  our  bourjreoisio  has  risen  to  power      V 

Jsardom  to  bui'cl  up  ,n  spite  of  those  .i.sj.erateh  <liffi 
cult  eonrl.tions,  an  independent  .^oeiali.l  Hass  p.n-tv  of 
the  workers,  fi^htin^  nt  onee  both  a.ainst    Ts.nh.,  . 
and  a-ainst  the  bourrreoisie.  i  ..i.i  u.i 

The  manuseript  of  this  pampMet   w..  -^ot  ovr-  ,l„. 


frontier    to    the 


jrroup    of    tb..    '•{:n);.n.'ip,(u,u 


T;abour.       In  SwitzeHand  thn-.  u.n-knl  af  this  tin,..  . 
j?roup  eonsistinc,  of    PI.kI:an..flf.    Axeirnd    and  Z,  .u 
Meh,  n,e  f^rst  founders  of  KoeiabDenH.,-.....-  in  it^ 
They  had  hved  abroad  already  M  ...rs. "  Wb       r    s 
manuserrptofLenin-seametoth.n,   b...  tbeh" 
It'r  '""'^r^'^^^  ^'i-  ^^-^  'I-vuin,  spnn..     An     i 
was  none  other  than  Paul  Axelrod.  who  n.s  at   •  b- 

mannscnpt,  got  into  raptures.     He  said   then  to   hi 
ejrele  offriends  that  a  prodigious  foree  had  1^^.!': 
the  ranks   of  our   SoeiabDemoeraev,    that   there    h.d 
arisen  a  new  start  of  the  greatest  n.^^nitude.     \xelro 
wrote   a   preface   to   Lenin's   pamphlet,    in    wbbd,    be 
could  not  find   enongh  laudatory  words  M.tb  wlW 
overwhelm  Comrade  Lenin,    lie  said  that  for  the  Ih" 
time  sinee  Plekhanotf  there  had  appeared  a  leader,  a 
praetieal  expert  of  the  working-elass  movenn-nt.  that 
Lemn  was  a  foree  to  whom  was  assured  an  i,a:nens. 

And  Axelrod,   in    the   present  .ase-one   n^.t    ...iv. 
nim  his  due—was  right. 

wc^"4rn'  ^T"'"^'  ^^'""^  ''-''''  ^'  ^^--'^  --"^'H'^ 
nork.     The  Development  of  Capitalism  in  Kussia'-a 

book  which  ought   to   have   become,   and   in   a   or-at 

measure   did   become,   the   inseparable   ........:.:    „. 

e^ery  worker. 


this  book  Comrade  Lenin  settled 


liBwaiiat'aiiifc 
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"teuL^Wa   "'  '*^,<:™'7P°"0-  generation  „f  „„r 

p..cr.a,''^rx^r::^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

a  s   wonld  n„,  escape  the  ,,age  „t  capit.lis»?Bv  ZZ 

..•"foun.1  and  subtle  analysis  „f  the  developm™    oj 
ism.     wifh  the  aid  of  a  in  jrhtv  arrav  of  f»M.   n 

ilns  book  of  Lenm's  was  acknowledged  bv  hour 
t'rois  professors  as  a  great  soiVnfi-fi^      f-        • 
nivself  in  1009      1       T  ^^^®"*Jnc  achievement.     I 

,s(,f  iniffi.t  '  «,    1.  **c&aia.     wiiat  a  fine  profcs- 

••-"1  miRht  „ave  been  made  out  of  Lenin  i"  Thi,  •    .■ 
mouth  of  Professor  TC^^.i.    >        '^'^"'"'      "his  in  the 

praise.  Yes'  out  of  CoLIT  f  "^'^  ""'  ™'"^-  '''^•»'»' 
-n  made"-  Z  t^ZTl^Z  "fT  '"'^'■'  ""^ 
leader  of  the  work^ers'^lt^ald  thir/ri*'" 
someth-aB  greater  tb«„  n,„        !'  .,  '  '  """'''  " 

L  th.    ^       f  ^'*^  ""^  *^^«^  «^^inst  the  PopSs 
m  the  person  of  Mikhailovskv  and  mh.^a   I  ^^^^^^^ 

theoretical   struggle  agaZt    t h"  !;  ^'  ^'^^^  ^ 

Marxism     Af  ,f  1     ^gam^t    the    so-called   "legal" 
Marxism.    At  its  head  stood  P.  Struve,  Tugan-Baran- 


t 


Jean  i„  the'  ^Z^  "'Z:^  ""''"'''  ""■>■  -" 
freedom.  And  they.LZTlZ^T  *"  '"""-"■'"^ 
'►•ere  was  none  at  all     Th.  "  "'"  ''''"■'' '"»  -•'"« 

With  their  „,d.fashioed  ■■tZZ'':'  ""  '■'"""'^'■^' 
should  never  have  eanitJ  '     ""eMi"!,'  Ili«i  „•,■ 

'vrong.  And  they  be^Ct  "i  .r"'"  "'"^'y  '"  "- 
emasculating  it  of  its Cvo"  "'"''  ""P  '"  ""■•'"»■"■ 
'■'  i'«o  a  ''leU-Ume  Matl:r'r  '""''  """  ""•""'^' 

selves,  fought  :«!:;::*;"  i.h"^vsj"'i'"r;  "^ - 

we  M'ere  united  with  th-^m  t     T^  •     "'^  ^^  *'"*'  <'"»'^ 

false  notes  in  the  very  Lit       v^  ^^'"''^'^  ^liseovered 
r«r.     T      •    .  ^  "^^t^  writings  of  l»   v,,^. 

t^o.    Lenm  immediately  said  tli«f  .f  *        '"*'  ^"*' 

for  the  nonce   that  tW         ,  f   *^"'  ''"'^  *'"  «'^.^'  «^"Jv 
Note^vortln'isthe    H.  l'^"''  ''''  ^"^^  ^^'•'-'  - 

-posed  theU^t^rS^^^  '^-- 

Remarks."  Struve  had  for  a  lol  Z- '  ;"''  "''■^^"'^' 
«s  a  Social-Democrat  WZ  uv?  ""'  ^'"'  ^•^'«^^^'^'^'<» 
book,  -CriticaTSarfs  '''.  :V^'  very  .sensational 
ovsky.     This  book  w       '  .        "'^"^  ""^^"^'^  Mikhail- 

year  or  two  StruvewT,        ';,'"''  ^"""'  '""  "'  «      " 

betray  us  to  tr  ol  "e   ^    Str"'"'''"f  ^""*  "■'" 

With  the  words:. .Let  usTeWlfr:,:.  'r'  "*"   ' 
ture  and  place  onr^piv^o  °  ^^^""^  o±  eiil- 

ism."  TlLe  wo"d^t  d  tvT'""""  ""der  eapital- 
•-enin.  See  iflhtstre  '^^Z  e^n^r  "'"^'"'' 
apprentice,  not  of  Oapitalisn.,     "  :  ' l^it^:;^""!:;' 


^^^SEsaatga  •gs'.'.'w; 
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lliu«^^Ii  Sir.ive  was  tl,(.  <.„„ira(le  of  Lonin,  and  rendereil 
pnoelosN  servi,.o.s  l,„th  to  J,im  and  to  the  then  existing 
Sooml-Doniocinoy,  yet  Vladimir  Ilyitch,  with  his  char- 
acteristic, firmness  and  consistency,  no  sooner  heard  a 
false  nolo  in  Struvo's  words  than  he  sounded  the  alarm 
Ho  b.  ran  to  fi-l,t  apiinst  Struve,  and  under  the  pseu- 
donym of  T.ilin  ..ame  out  with  an  article  in  a  magazine 
Avh.ch  was  l.iunl  l>y  the  eensur,  in  which  he  ehuidated 
Mr.  Struve  in  dctaiK  4akin-  to  pieces  every  one  of  his 
I>hrases  aii.i  every  one  of  ],is  propositions,  and  showing 
that  :\rr.  I'eter  Striive  perhaps  did  not  even  realise  it 
hnnseli  .and  n-arded  himself  as  a  ^^enuine  partisan  of 
the  J.ahour  movement,  hut  that  i.i  his  modernism  one 
could  detect  the  very  old  tunes  of  the  bourgeoisie.  You 
•"••'  i'    hourjrecis   ideologist   (Lenin  argued),  you  will 
inevitably  g.,  over  the  camp  of  the  bourgeoisie  and 
break  with  the  working  class.     You  yourself  bear  the 
«uilt  of  this,  because  you  look  upon  the  working  class 
as  a  moans  and  not  as  an  end.    It  is  only  important  to 
you  as  a  fone  against  the  Tsar,  and  you  Hvish  to  make 
"se  oi  It,  without  giving  it  anything  in  return.    Allow 
lis  not  to  allow  you  to  do  this.    We  have  up  till  now 
fought  against  the  Tsar  and  the  bourgeoisie,  but  we 
proclaim   yet    another   front:    we    will    fight   agaimjt 
'legal  '  Marxism.     We  stand  for  genuine  revolution- 
ary Marxism,  and   reject  your  emas^^ulated    ''legal" 
Marxism. 

Thus  said  Comrade  Lenin. 

*         «         #         « 

Thus  was  completed  the  work  of  Comrade  Lenin  be- 
fore his  exile  to  Siberia  and  during  that  exile  itself  In 
the  beginning  of  the  'nineties  Comrade  Lenin  for  the 
nrst  time  left  the  country. 

Lenin  twice  weut  abroad.  He  lived  abroad  several 
years.  His  second  period  of  emigration  I  and  other 
comra^des  shared  with  him.    And  when  we  were  heavy- 
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hearted  and  (li.eouraged,  especially  at  the  last  period 

Marxists,  and   Kenomllv;.  ,„*■.,  "'"""'"'"» 

people  of  „„r  tiC  ""   ""'''   '^""""d 

But  let  U.S  .•eturn  ,„  ,,is  fl«t  .sojourn  abroad. 

'"  190]  Lenii,,  togetlier  witl,  a  group  of  then  kinH.-^ 
per»on,    Martoff  P„tres.ff),  entered  upon  Jh    p„"t. 
on  of  the  paper  "Iskra"  (The  Spark)     This  '^Isw' 
«  an  h.s,o„c^l  paper  elo.sely  inte-i^oven  witTth  name  ' 

S'"  :kr:''"'Thi"'''  '"'r  -"'  "■'-'-  t^o 

iin  s     iskra.      rins  was  often  the  case.  Evervwher. 
whenever  and  wherever  Lenin    worked,  T^Z' 
t  ons,  as  an  editor,  in  the  Central  Committee  ^'T" 
ay  now  u.  the  Couneil  of  People's  Comm^ries  to" 

did  not  lo.e  h.  thi,  itU1"„ed""^;pr;rW: 

^  eloped    the    entire    proximate    programme    of    th. 
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Labour  movement  and  th.  Russiku  revoJutio.,.  He  out- 
lined  in  it,  in  their  entirety,  the  foundations  of  ortr 
programme  and  revolutionary  tactics 

Already  in  this  first  article  of  Lenin  you  will  prac 
tically  find  almost  the  whole  of  the  quintessence  of  Bol- 
sheyism.    but  this  article  served  merely  as  a  synopsis 

''Vlmt  toDo '•*'''  '""''  "^'  ^'"''"   '"''■'•   '"•'  '*""^'' 
Round  evcrythinjr  that  Lenin  wrot(S  there  is  always 
seethuiR  strife.    Nobody  can  remain  indifferent  to  his 
wr.tu,^s.    You  can  hate  Lenin,  you  can  love  Le.nn  to 
distraction,  but  you  cann..t  remain  neutral.     In   the 
book  -What  do  Do,"  Lenin  stated  and  solved  in  a 
revolutionary   spirit   all   the   vex.d    ..uestions   of   the 
movement  of  that  epoch.    And  for  n  any  months  and 
>ears  this  book    was    challcnjrinjr    thouj^ht,    was    the 
centre  ot  ra-i„j,  passions,  was  the  subject  of  quarrels 
and  ultimately  led  to  the  formation  of  a  split  into  two 
irreconcilable  camps. 

The  -Iskra"  declared  a  fi.  '  t  to  the  finish  against 
the  .so-called  -Economism."       It   fonjrht   with  every 
variety  of  opportunism  ,in.  Itulinj,  Economism,  i.e.,  the 
future  Menshevism.     It  conducted  a   most   energetic 
fight  afe^ainst  the  political  irrespon.sibility  of  the  Social- 
ist Revolutionaries,  and  never  yet  has  it  been  .so  plain 
how  clear-sighted  in  his  attitude  towards  the  Social- 
Re  volu.onanes  was  Comrade  Lenin,  who  predicted  as 
far  back  as  1902-3  the  future  of  the  Social-Revol    ion 
ary  Party.     On-y  think!     Fifteen  years  before,      h  n 
the  party  of  the  Social-Revolutionaries  had  on  y  jus 
been  born,  when  it  h,d  in  its  ranks  well-known  me  i 
be^  of  the  late  "People's  Will,"  when  we  had  not  y " 
tha    great  political  experience  which  was  given  to  us 
by  the  revolution^what  was  then  the  positionT There 

•Lr^n/rt'-f -^  t:^-  -^ ''-  ^--^-Revoiutilnir;^ 

asser..ng  that  it  i.  fighting  for  Socialism,'  saying  that 


I  - 
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'M''».mrMofI,olWetha..tl,e''l8kra.^   X    ,  ,    ,    .    ^•'' 

of  the  whole  world  :;:;ri:^\7;2\r' "  't 

wordH:  '  RevolutionHry  udve, w^  '  J!'t      '^\'T'^''^ 
Vou,  gentlemen    of    t^  «  .!"     ^^"'^  declared: 

representativer  f    L  p    , 'r'""''""^"*'""^^'^'''  -« 
"•''re."    (Applause)      "^^   »^"'"-»^'««'«.e,  and  nothing 

When  Lenin   said   that   the    party    of    thp   w     •  , 
ifmolutionaries  was  a  partv  of   tl       ^.     I       ^'''''**'- 
H'cre  descended  upo,"  Z\l  ^'"^'  '^""'"''''"i^e 

-«s  said  that  I  e  Xwa  "  h !!!  "'  ""'  "''''^^"'"'^-  ^^ 
a  misanthropist,  a;;drf:r  '  t^ti  T  ''  ^"^ 
f-ee  that  it  w,,..  a  pro, ii,\-  '    ^''®^'  ''**"  ^«» 

-  (Appia,,..,."  n:;:  :  '1  r;i,:;'i';::""'  -'■"" 

more  fateful  letters  in  il,„  u      .'""*"'"'  "re  «"  two 

•ivcs  „t  the  „„,)>,  .^"'^^■aiists,  but  represcuta- 

""1.V  .r..v^  .  :     ;■  I~  Ih"'  ;■"  '"'  *'"■  ^"^ 
ills  more.  """""tiei,,  phautasists,  and  „otl.. 

» dtr.i::,!;::,:,';; '';:"'"•  "■'"  '"■■'™"^  -p'--  -^ 

•he  rear    -  r,     be  1        '!■'"-'■"■""  "'  «"«  ■•evol,„i„„  „f 

fir-ee,.  vear^t,,,        ,  "  ''";"  ■"•°<«^""'  »"«  "al  ,r„,i, 
'he  party  0^  T's  b  ''"'™i"«'  '"e  real  value  of 

""•»  rej  L^d  "  „^:;-'.f' ■''"•°'»'-'-i'=»  at  that  ,i,„e- 

neees.an   to  h^Tln         "     '"  ^"'^    ^"^  ""^  ''  ^'- 
"""itio.;,  Ztlli,.,        T  '•"•"'"«»"»0-  Marxist 

tion.    The  "fekra''    °°  ""'""»«"«  work  of  organi,a- 

«f  our  party     Oni^rrt""^  ?'"'  """""<'  '»«''™ 
party.    Only  ,a  the  beginning  of  the  'nineties 
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«ro«.  a  ..tnation  in  which  it  wn«  poHHibl.  to  think  of 
the  fonnat.on  of  „  worker.'  party.     Comrade  Le„i, 
Plaeod  hnnself  also  at  the  hoad  of  thi.  practica    orZ 
...  work,  and   forn.ed   tho  organisation   .-onanTt  o 
attached  to  the  "I.s!<r«."    And  Comrad-    i.enin    who 
bore     he   .,i,M,rnnr   of  the  morary   h.    o.rWthe 
tskra     and  ,n  the  theon-tical  journal  "Zarva"  (The 
nawn).  at  the  same  time  heeanxe  the  .,o,d  o^  the  orla.' 
mat  ion  committee.  "r^an. 

The   wife   of     '..nrade    F.enin.     Xa.le.,hda    Kon.tan- 

Iskra.  and  secretary  ,»f  the  ..rtranisation  committee 
How  much  onr  parly  is  indebted  to  her;  of  thin  one 
might  and  ought  to  speak  separately.  Here  I  will  onlv 
«av  that,  ,n  all  the  work  ,  .  Comra.le  Lenin  as  or.anis  r 
of  our  party,  a  ...od  deal  <,f  the  credit  is  d.,e  to  Nade^.h- 
a  Konstant.novna.  All  written  intercourse  fell  on 
her.  At  one  tune  she  carried  on  a  oorrespondence  with 
the  whole  of  Russia. 

Nadezhda  K^nstant,no^  .a  ?  T.,  whom  did  not  the  re- 
ceipt of  n  letter  from  I,cr  mean  joy?  AVho  among  ns 
thought  of  her  otherwise  than  with  boundless  co.I 
dence  and  most  tenrlcr  love! 

Martoff  is  one  of  his  spiteful  j.olemics  against  Lenin 
once  called  Nadezhda  K  -ustantinovna  "the  sle;:;; 
of  the  super-centre,  Lenin."  Well,  the  whole  Rus. 
sian  proletariat  is  now  prou<l  both  of  its  "super- 
centre,"  and  of  his  "secretary."  ^ 

Lenin    assiudously,  step  by*  su•^,,  ....llected  a  secret 
organisation,  and  in  1903  we  reached  already  the  third 

ITJrV  I';  ''"*•"    ^^^^^^^  -  ^^^*  hist  ric  e     . 
gress,  when  the  party  was  still  united,    when    in  its 

ranks  stood  Plekhanoff,  Zassulitch,  Ax  1  rod,  Martoff 
P^ressoff  and  others,  already  it  became  clear  from  the 
fi«tminute  of  its  labours  that  the  true  reader  of  ou^ 
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yomg  party  was  ('on.rHcJ.  Loniu 

w  1"  III  first  us,..I  ..II  h:    ■  r  toiiinide  Lenin 

I..M,i„,  in.  ';  I    ill      "'"''"•'■■'">  P^"-.t  .  rupture. 

tendency  .mder  a  new  L  h  1  ,,  "'''  »W°""»«t 
tliat  same  "legal"  mIJtIJ:  f  ^^  "■'"  ""'"«  •^K""' 
the  end  of  tl  0  *  •  eHe,  H  ,T  :?  '"'""  '""'  ^'""""  «' 
«i.l.  whop    he  r,,;  "'"' '"'  '""'"  W""!  M"t<'fr. 

».a-i  Jd^r;i,:,:r /r,^^^^^^^^  t,;:-'"^  "■" 

al«l  from  Pleklmnoff.  And  he  separ- 

I  hapjjeiied  at  the  time  to  he  ab.-on,l     l  „ 
Social-Democrat,  and  t«„  of  n,      I,  "  '""'"« 

duced  to  l>lekha;off    We  wereMiU  v„      '  ""*  l"'"'- 
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He  would  say:  "You  are  going  after  him,  but  he  has 
taken  up  such  a  line  that  in  a  few  weeks  he  will  only 
be  fit  to  be  put  up  as  a  scare-crow  in  the  orchards.  Lenin 
has  raised  the  l)anner  of  revolt  against  me,  Plekhan- 
off,  against  Zassulitoh,  and  Deutch.    Don't  von  under- 
stand that  this  is  an  unequal  fight?    Lenin' is  practic- 
ally a  dead  man  from  the  moment  that  he  broke  away 
from  us,  the  leaders,  the  group  of  "  Emancipation  of 
Labour";  he  is  coming  to  the  end  of  his  tether."  Such 
were  Plekhanoff's  arguments,  and  they  no  doubt  made 
a  certain  impression   upoji  us,  the  youngsters.     Plek- 
han()ff,  while  speaking,  was  severeiy  contracting  his 
eye-brows,  and  we  felt  very  frightened.    We  Avouhl  go 
to   Comrade  Lenin  and   imiocently  complain  to   him: 
"This  and  that  is  what  l^lckhanoflF  was  saying."  Then  * 
he  would  laugh  and  would  console  us:  "He  laughs  best 
who  laughs  last;  we  shall  yet  fight,  we  shall  see  whom 
the  workers  will  follow." 

"One  step  forward,  two  steps  backward"— such  was 
the  characteristic  which  Lenin  gave  of  the  evolution  (.f 
the  Menshevik  wing  of  the  party.    One  ste])  forward  ~ 
that  was  the  advance  from   Economism   to   Iskraism: 
two  st.'ps  back— that  was  the  retrogressioji  from  Iskra^ 
ism  to  the  liberal  ideas  of  "legal"  Marxism  which  '.ad 
found  their  resurrection  in  Menshevism.     No  wonder 
Comrade  Lenin  took  up  a  merciless  fight  against  thi^ 
relapse  into  the  oi)portunist  malady.       As  a  counter- 
weight  to   (he  new  "fskra,"  which  passed   into    the 
hands  of  the  Mensheviks,  and  of  which  Lenin  ceased  to 
be  co-editor,  he  established  the  first  Bolshevik  paper 
"Vperiod"   ( Forward ).     It  was  at  first  a   very  small 
sheet  which  Avas  published  on  the  pennies  collected 
abroad.     At  that  time  the  Mensheviks  had  in  their 
hands  a  tremendous  machinery,  as  well  as  the  whole 
anthority  of  Plekhanofl:'  and  other  saints,  innumerable 
papers  and  pamphlets  as  well  as  the  central  committee, 
the  central  organ  and  the  council  of  the  party.    Com- 
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rade  Lenin  began  to  bombard  this  Menshenk  fortress 
from  his  little  machine-gun  called  "Vperiod."  He 
fired  so  far,  and  he  aimed  so  well,  that  in  a  pretty  short 
time  not  a  trace  was  left  of  Plekhanoff's  heavy  artil- 
lery, and  by  1905  it  became  quite  obvious  that  all  that 
was  alive  in  the  Russian  proletariat  would  follow  the 
Bolsheviks. 

.In  the  summer  of  hm  the  first  congress  of  the  Bol- 
sheviks (its  official  name  was  the  third  congress  of  the 
Russian  Social  Democratic  Labour  Partv)  took  place 
the  first  historical  meeting  which  laid  the  foundations 
of  the  present  Communist  Party.    It  was  at  that  meet- 
ing that  Lenin  for  the  first  time  observed  that  in  the 
forthcoming  revolution  we  would  no  longer  stop    to 
form  a  bourgeois  republic.    Already  at  that  time  Com- 
rade Lenin  spoke  about  the  rottenness  of  the  European 
Social  Democratic  parliamentarism.     Alreadv  at  that 
time  Lenin  expressed  the   view  that  our  revolution 
would  stand  on  the  border  between  the  bourgeois  and 
Socialist  revolution. 

It  was  difficult  in  those  days  to  be  a  Bolshevik.    Not 
only  the  Russian,  but  also  the  international  conditions^ 
l>ressed  heavily  upon  us.    Bebel,  for  instance,  who  was 
respected    by    Leniix    as    a    working-class    leader    of 
genius,  would  use  every  suitable  and  unsuitable  occa- 
sjon  to  reproach  Lenin  for  being  against  Plekhanoff 
How  could  Plekhanoff  ever  be  an  opportunist  ?    At  the 
same  time  Axelrod  was  busy  telling  everybodv  who 
was  niclined  to  listen  that  Lenin  was  a  second  edition 
of  Netchayeft',*  and  that  he  in  his  fight  against  the 
"elder  statesmeif"  was  only  pursuing  ambitious  aims. 
The  entire  atmosphere  of  the  Social  Democratic  Partv 
was  hostile  to  Bolshevism. 

*  *  *  * 
Netchayeff  was  an  early  Russian  revolutionary  an  anar- 
chist who  got  up  a  conspiracy  at  the  end  of  the  sfxties  bv 
thl  T«""'""'}P"'°"!,'?""f-  ^'"^'^  '"^•"^ed  intercours^iith 
r^H.T  in  *'?'•"  ^"d  --audulent  practice  upon  N.'s  own  cTm- 
rades-all,  of  course,  "for  the  good  of  the  movenient."-Trans 
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On  the  eve  of  the  third  C(,„j,ress   (that  \n  the  first 
congress  of  the  Bolsheviks),  Bebel   rendered  the  fo]- 
U>w.n,  serv.ee  to  the  Mensheviks.    When  our  eon.rel 
met,  he  sent  us  a  letter  in  the  name  of  the  Central 
Commmee  <,f  the  Gennan  Social  Den.ocracv,  in      hi^h 
he  sauI  the  follovin^:  ^'(^hildren,  don't  v;.,  .vant 
make  peace?     T,  Bel.el,  oiTer  you  and  the'  Menshevi^ 
arb.trat.on.    Why  this  split?    Sulnnit  your  troubles  ': 
our  court  of  arbitration."    Such   was  the  letter"  ad- 
dressed by  Rebel  to  Conu-ade  Lenin,  M'ho  brought  it  to 
the  congress,  and  the  congress  declared:  "We  hi.^hlv 
respect  our  Comrade  Bebol,  but  on  the  que.^iou  a^  t'o 
how  t<,  carry  on  the  fight  in  our  country  against  the 
isd    and  the  bourgeoisie,  we  must  ask  ,,ermissiou  to 
hj^ld  our  own  views.     Permit  us  also  to  deal  with  the 
Menshev,ks^„.  a  way  which  agents  of  the  bourgeoisie 
deserve.-   Bebel  was  much  anu.zed  by  the  "impertin- 
ence    of  our  comrades,  but  there  was  nothing  for  him 
to  do  or  to  say,  excej^t  to  shrug  his  shoulders. 

i  quote  this  incident  in  order  to  show  the  kind  of 
a  mosphere,  Russian  and  internati,>nal,  in  which  Lenin 

Trmv  1  .T'';;'  ''V'''"'^  "*■ ''"  '^''''  ^♦'''  inconsiderable 
aimy  of  the  Socialist  revolution. 

Already  in  the  revolution  oni.05* Lenin  was  plavin-^ 

"oticeable  at  that  time,  as  it  ha.  been  in  the  present 
revolurion  You  are  aware  that  the  first  Pe/rograd 
Tt  u'" .y«^*^-'^"  l^^'^^^'ates  in  lfH,5  was  formed  by 
he  Mensheviks,  but  in  all  its  practical  actions  it  foi- 
led, as  a  rule,  the  lead  of  the  Bolsheviks.  When  the 
t.de  rose  and  the  waters  flooded  the  banks,  the  work- 
ing class  became  aware  that  to  form  Soviets  was  vir- 
tually the  same  thing  as  to  fight  for  power  Therebv 
the  working  class  became  Bolshevik. 

After  the  revolution  was  defeated  and  the  counter- 
revolution  set  in,  when  we  began    summing    up  our 
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_  cxpmences,  M«rlc,ir  :wd  his  tVi(Muls  sal   .loun  In    .h- 

waters  of  Bal.ylcn  and  starknl  l.on.o.-.nin-  tl,.  ."Mirs,. 

i  lu       I   ■?'*'*   revolution.      The   Monslieviks- (h.Mu.elv.s 

I  then  had  to  admit  that,  ah.s,  the  n-v<,|„(ion  had   luv, 

^  preceding  ae.ordinjr  t..   BoIsh<.vik   pnvopis;   .!,,.    il,.. 

^,  ^^•<,rklnp:  class  ha.l  unforinnalcly  s„i„„i.(.Ml  t-  lur  l..„| 

^  of  the  Bolsheviks. 

The    Moscow    anue.l    insiirnvtio,..    Ilio,,..!,    dH'-af..! 

^rul  crushed,  had  ncvcrlhcicss  h,.,.,,,!.,.  apoli,...,.  .r  tin. 
Holshevik  t;.ctics  durin-  the  revolnli.,,,.     Wr  w..,v  dr 
feated,  and  Plekhanoffs  uu]y  muun.ui    on   ,1,.  .v.mi 

|vas  the  ph-.stine  phrase:  "Thcs,.p.op!oou.ht   ,„.,   ,., 
I'ave  taken  up  arms.-    LcMi„-s  all  it  ud.   (.ward,  that  . 
-surrection  was  ditrcronl.    To  him  lh..,v  was  „.,  uuhU'v 
.d  more  hom)ural>le  pa-c  in  the  hislruv  of  ii,..  ,.(-«. 
Intion  than  the  Moscow  arm.d  insurnMlio,,'.     Th.  hIm 
thing  he  did  Avas  lo  coiled  all  llu>  malerial  rrla.i,;..  io 
the  aflfair.      He   wanted    1<,   Hu.-I.ia1c  all    ils   features 
down  to  the  very  smallest,  and  all  its  Ifrh'ni.-al  details' 
He  wanted  to  as.-ertain  the  l.io-raphy  oK  overvone  who 
took  part  in  the  insurr.'ction.     He  .Mideavound  U>  m, 
terrogate  every  ndlitary  expcrl  wh..  had  taken  par    ,n 
It.     He  invited  all  those  who  |o,d<  pari    in  it  to  come 
torward  and  to  explain  lo  ih,.  workimr  .     ss  a-id  to  the 
world  at  large,  how  Ihe  .\r<.seow  insurn^^.ii.n  had  been 
prepared  and  what  had  been  the  reasons  I'mi-  its  deu-.t 
For  Lenin  realised  t.>  perfecti.M.  that  the  M-seow  in- 
surrection   was    the    first    outpost    skirmish    with    the 
bourgeois  world.    He  realised  the  wor!d-hisiori<-il  eon 
sequences   of   the    Moscow    insurrcelion.    erushed    ami 


drowned  in  the  blood  of  the  workers,  vet  tlie  lirst 
glorious  working-class  revolt  auainst  T"sardom  and 
capitalism  in  a  most  backward  country. 

I  repeat  that  the  part  played  by  Lenin  in  the  revolu- 
tion of  1905  was  colossal.  He  only  attended  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Petrograd  Soviet  once  or  twi.'c.  and  he 


>\«.rkers'  rlplp..«fn  F         '  '^^^^'^"Jg  down  oi,  the 

i^tis    (leJefrates  assembled  in  the  hall  nf  fi      ^:^l 
^^»'0)iom  0  8oVipfv     w«  i-      i         /"^  "^"  or  the  Free 

-"  ...  .i,,.d,  u„.  a„,i„  .„.  ;•;.',"  ■■;;  ' 

Already  i„,|„«,  ,,ays  „f  1905  Lenin  was  feacl.in,. 

«IM,h  J,.„l  spnniK  up  the  day  before  yesterday  and 

;vou  d  v„n,.sh  the  day  after  to.,„„rr„W;  L   tlfeT.^  e 

co,„™,,n  everyday  organisation  somewhat  simi! 

'■'<  U   a  tiade  nn.on,  but  an  orsranisation  which  was 

No  one  was  more  interested  in  the  history  of  the 
etrograd   Sov.et  than    Co.nrade    Lenin,   though      e 
«rn,ally  had  taken  the  least  direet  part  i^  its  labours 
I.e    nevertheless,  appreeiated  better  than  any  of  S 
what  ,t  meant.    For  that  l^ason  he  treated  the  Sovie 
atehword  w,,h  the  utmost  circumspection.    Thus.  T, 
l.ni,.  dnrn.jr  the  war,  when  we  i„  Switzerland  r„    to 
know  that  a  revolutionary  moveme.it  was  begimjiu. 
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here  at  Petrograd,  and  that  our  comrades  luul  1,0,.,,,', 
to  pass  round  the  word  about  the  reorganisation  of  Hio 
Soviets,  Comrade  Lenin  wrote,  in  articles  and  letters 
that  the  organisation  of  a  Soviet  was  a  j^reat  slo-^an' 
and  must  not  be  frivolously  played  with.     It  must  onlv 
be  raised  when  the  workers  were  determined  t<,  ..„  to 
the  end ;  to  stake  their  heads  on  victory  and  to  proclaim 
that  the  moment  of  a  real  proletarian  revolution    the 
moment  to  capture  all  power,  had  arrived.    Then   an<l 
then  only,  was  it  permissible  to  speak  about  Soviets 
since  Soviets  could  only  exist  if  the  workers  ass.nned' 
all  power,  since  the_Soviets  were  the  form  of  a  prob- 
tanan    state,   since    the    Soviets    were    the    undivi.ld 
rule  of  the  working  class. 

What  Lenin  was  insistinj.  upon  was  that  the  Soviets 
were  not  the  ordinary  class  orjrauisation.  whose  pur- 
pose, according  to  the  Mensheviks  and  Socialist  Kcvo- 
I'llionaries,  was  to  fight  for  the  economic  (l(>mau.ls  of 
the  working  class  (mjj^ej)asis  of  cai)ita!ism  onh       In 
us  opinion  such  Soviets  would  be  doomed  in  adanv.-c 
n  fact,  no  Soviets  were  needed  for  such  a  purp.,se.    In 
his  view,  the  Soviets  were  organisations  for  the  seiz- 
ure of  State  power,  and  for  tran^^forming  the  workers 
into  the  ruling  ela.ss.    That  is  why  he  again  and  again 
told   the   Petrograd    workers   in   the   course   (.f    VMG- 
"Ask  yourselves  a  hundred  times  whether  vou  are  pre- 
pared, whether  you  are  strong  enough;  look  carefullv 
before  you  jump.    To  (organise  Soviets  means  to  ,b'clare 
a  war  to  a  finish,  to  declare  civil  war  upon  the  bonr- 
geosie,    to    begin    the    proletarian    revolution."      And 
(V«»"acle  Lenin  has  remained  faithful  and  true  to  him- 
self in  his  view. 

But  let  us  go  back.  The  year  1906  was  fnllnwcd  bv 
a  period  of  stagnation,  by  the  lark  era  of  the  counter- 
revolution. T'  -.rking  elas:.  was  digesting  the  les- 
soi*i  of  the  fir>*.       .olutiou.    In  reply  to  the  Menshevik 
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Dlulosupl.y  of  the  first  revolution  a,Kl  the  causes  of  its 
<let,at,  MH'  -ave  our  own  philosophy  of  the  revolution 
\>c  w.M-e  ol,|,.o.l  to  i^ive  it    in    our    "underground" 
papers,  leaHets,  and  pamphlets.    We  were  not  in  a  posi- 
1"'"  /"  l'"''Iisl.,  Mirh  fl.o  sanction  of  the  censorship 
■■V'  iM^.    vuIin.H's.  as  tlH-  .Menshcviks  did.     We  should 
■'"'    '•■••vv    lo,:nd   any   publisher,   we  should   have   been 
'"'•^■7;""  ''>  ""'  '-"ti'v  .MM.sornl  press,  and,  in  fact,  we 
MM.nM  nu   li.n...  lMM-Mallou,.dtosayasin,,deword  bv 
"'<■  I  NT  s  .M-i,snrs!,ip.    L,.„i„  ;,,  ,|,„,  tj,„^.  „..3^  depicted 

'■'"  '■'  ""■'.  '"  ""•"-«<'••  wlio  could  l.avc  no  plac  in  resnect- 
;i!il('  s(i,-if(_\'.  ' 

W.-  llMl>ii..viL,  w.Mv  „..t  at  that  time  allowed  to  come 
""'  '"  ""■  ■•|<"-;,i-  litrraiurc.  Wc  could  oulv  help  our- 
'":;"'^  ''>'  ""'-'"^-^f  tf-"  free  printing  press  abroad. 

li'.'  Ai(;,s|ioviks  al  thai  timr  represented  the  entire 
•7'-'^"'"""n<M)-,asa  u-hulosalc  error,  as  a  wholesale 
'•"--.  'mk!  ,.hM!!..;,ta!  madness.  The  workers,  forsooth 
\ver.  thrn.sehes  respon'M,-  To,,  the  defeat,  becausj 
^'"•■|  '"'"'  •-'^"<'  •■!'"•  I'ai-  in  their  dcmamls.  Lenin's 
'-!'l.v  was:  ■y,,,!  have  Jailed  to  -rasp  the  meaiunir  of 
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It   was  a  ^n-eat   revolution,  and  bv  no 
"M'nns  a  .•hao.,     |j  uas  a  -rear  revolution,  not  bee^iuse 
t  "M-e  v.as  1l„.  manifesto  of  October  .-^th,*  not  because 
";  I'-u.-eois,,,  |,M.,,n  to  move,  but  because  there  was, 
"i'"'it  uii.uec^ssful,  an  armed  insurrection  of  the  work- 
ers n,   Mms,..w.  |„.,n,se  fur  the  spaee  of  one  month  a 
l<'l>-o.n!d   S.Viet   liilted   before  the  eves  of  the  world 
l'»-*'li^riHt.      And   llu.   revolution   will    vet  arise  once 
more:  the  Soviets  will  be  reborn  and  will  win."  .... 

*ny   uhi.h   the  T>ar  proclaimed   a   constitution.-Trans. 

•'_"  <'«>nneclioi,  with  this  view  of  Lenin,  that  the  revo- 
lution had  been  a  ^v.M  revolution,  I  remember  a  little 
i'leideid.  Last  year,  when  we  came  here,  we  at  first 
v.ere  overwhelmed  by  the  colossal  swing  of  the  move- 


<i 


4. 


ii 


NICOLAI      LENTM 

severely  took  me  to  task.     ''What  so  t  of  " 

»-evr,lntion  was  that?    It  will  h.  "  ^'"^'''^ 

we   «hall    have    7xnelle  1    t         ""''  "  '''''  "'^  "^^^" 
I-  .  <xpenetl    this    eoiinter-revolutinii«in' 

one;  the,,,  indeed,  y„„  „,a,.  even  write    he  Lea      , 
re volul.on  of  a||  ,i„es.'  "    (Appla„.,e  ) 

.1  ears  of  the  counter-revolution,  yet  this  oeriod  «... 

;;"e  o  the  most  hriliiant  in  hi,  'aetivi'y  One  had  „ 
ive  ,hrou,-h  those  difficult  times  in  distant  forln 
ands  ,„  order  to  appreciate  ail  the  servi  e    rende m 

I.  •  Lentn  to  the  cause.    Think  for  a  moment  of  ttf™ 
.mospl,ere  our  emigt^tion  in  the  years  1908-10    Ln 

«ent  ,nto  h,s  second  foreign  ezile  in  1907,  while     a 
,  my  other  eom,.des  were  su„.m„„ed  to  go  lb Cd  i ,  th  ' 

::  "™;;  "*  ''»«•.  f '"  «-  "»<1  been  refeased  t"o„   ,  r^ 
son.    It  was  mauily  owing  to  the  efforts  of  Lenin  ttat 

"••  established  our  "illegal'  naners  eZ  T? 
u.,A  *u  ■  x»  .  '"egai  papeis,  lirst  at  Geneva 
and  then  ,n  Pans:  tne  "Proletariat-  and  the  "Soci^' 
Den,oerat."  All  round  there  was  a  complete  detale' 
There  w-,s  foulness  in  all  emigrant  eireL.  The  Id 
leader,  who  had  gone  grey  under  the  revohrtiona 
banner  no  longer  believed  in  anything.  PornogZh  • 
captured  our  entire  literature,  and  a  spirit  oraposta! v 
had  pervaded  us.    The  notorious  "liquidation"  m«' 
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iMi'nt*  was  vh'mng  its  head,  and  Stolypiii  was  eelehrat- 

inj?  his  orgies.    It  seemed  as  if  there  would  be  no  end 

ol'that! 

At  such  times  true  leadei-s  are  recognized  for  what 
they  are  worth.     Lenin  was  at  that  time  (as,  for  the 
re.st,   throughout   his   exile)    suffering   great    personal 
privations  and  living  in  poverty;  was  ill,  and  fed  badly 
—more  particularly  during  his  .stay  in  Paris;  but  he 
remained  as  cheerful  as  anybody  could  be.    He  stood 
steadfastly  and  bravely  at  his  glorious  post.     He  alone 
contrived    to   collect    a   close   and   intimate    circle    of 
fighters,  whom  he  would  cheer  up  by  saying:  "Don't 
be  disheartened;  thi.s  darkness  will  ])ass,  the  muddy 
M-ave  will  ebb  away,  a    few  years  will  pass  and   we 
shall  be  bonne  on  the  crest  of  the  wave,  and  the  prole- 
tarian revolution  will  be  born  again."   The  emigres  of 
that  time,  more  particularly  the  Menshevik  intellect- 
uals, who  formed  the  prevailing  element,  treated   us 
with  marked  hostility,  declaring  that  we  were  a  .small 
.  sect,  the  members  of  Avhidi  could  be  counted  on  Iho 
five  fingers  of  oiic  hand.'    There  was  a  special  comi.* 
paper  published  in  Paris,  which  jeered  at  Bolslievism 
and  exercised  its  lunnour  on  such  subjects  as  that  "a 
reward  would  be  offered  of  half  a  kingdom  to  the  per- 
son who  could  name  a  fourth  Bolshevik  in  addition  to 
Lenin,  Zinovicff,  and  Kanicnetf."  The  Bolsheviks  were, 
forsooth,  a  set  of  bears  sucking  their  own  paws  while 
life   was   moving   past   them.     The   co-operatives,   the 
trade  unions,  the  censored  press,  M-ere  all  opposed  1o 
the  Bolshevik.s,  while  Lenin  and  his  descijjles  were  sit- 
ting in  a  contemplative  mood,  attaching  their  faith  to 
the  advent  of  a  new  Me.ssiah  and  a  new  revolution 
which  Would  never  arrive. 

In  those  difficult  times  Lenin  rendered  to  the  work- 

*A    movement    predominent    among    the-   M^n^heviks    for 
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".B   ,1«»,   s..r>^c.e»   ,?erha„!     '' ^  ^  '  ^  » 

.•I !,„.,  rise  ra  ,      ■ ,    ,  ""■■„'■'""'  •'*'^"'  "  "•'^"'e-O".." 

".  «.ht  aTd    „    L      T  •";i"°"»»'"'dividuals,  ready 

-l-P,  like  MHetter's  ,,?••"  °"''""'""'  ""^ 

fmiiv.n    f     1  ''^'"  ""  "'«•  Revisionism  and  Opnor- 

luniMu,  to  Jmvc  preserved   h\<  ¥uU^.   ■     ^  ■        ^i'*'"^ 

-::"'»:::.^"i;ie;n,:':;'"^Sr:"\:r"r- 

to  SUV  iliut  M  .    1  "urary.    it  is  nerd  em 

'   "■  '""  '""'  ''^■'"'  '""■»  •h^  favourite  wriU'r  of 

■<■"..,  ju«t  .«  h,»  favourite  Russian  author  l,as  always 
I?"'  <-'J«"'.v»l,evsky..       Lenin  knows  his  ML^and 
hnsels  tr„,„  the  first  to  the  last  letter.    He  kn„rthem 
"  »  way  as  only  two  „r  three  persons,  I  th^k    know 
""•"">'  t'u.  worid.    And  Letun  is  one  ;f  the  very  few 
-11"  have  «lvanc.ed  the  theory  of  Marx  andha"  Wel 
:"-  c   "  ..-uetify  it  hy  some  new  elements  and  t:  a.    p  ' 
t    "   1  0  new  eo„d,t,ons  of  a  new  era  fraught  with  t  e 
^'.eatest  eo„se,,uences.    How  proud  Marx  would  have 
been  o   Len„,  did  he  live  to-day !    Lenin  never  allow    1 

.an«l   "„','  """^M  "'  '"■^•'""'■"       The  Russian  so- 
ailed     ent.cs     of  Marx  in  their  literary  exercises  in- 

-Zd  f  ■  '""""  T  "«"""'  ""'  i>»P«g«able  fortress 
u  led  LetUM,  and  would  invariably  suffer  great  datnage 
irom  his  guns.  Lenin  fully  sustained  his  repuTition 
even  when  the  philosophieal  views  of  Marx  began  to 
he  sujeeted  to  "critic-ism." 
In  those  days  CV.mrade  Lenin  carried  out  a  treiuen- 
'A  great  Russian  Socialist  thinker  (1828-89).— Trans. 
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d«)iiH  piet'c  of  creative  work.  Those  clays  were  inarkod 
by  a  8ort  of  literary  spoliation  of  the  dead,  by  uii  uiipre- 
j'edented  literary  demoralisation.  Attempts  were  made 
to  smuggle,  under  the  flag  of  Marxism,  the  ideas  of 
bourgeois  philosophy  into  working-class  audiences. 
Lenin  spent  two  years  in  the  Paris  National  Library, 
and  carried  out  such  a  ma.ss  of  work  that  even  bour- 
geois professors  who  attempted  to  sneer  at  the  philo- 
sophical studies  of  Lenin,  themselves  admitted  that 
ffiey  could  not  understand  how  one  man  had  contrived 
to  read  such  a  mass  of  books  in  the  course  of  two 
years.  How,  indeed,  could  Lenin  .succeed  in  this  do- 
main when  "we,"  who  had  studied  at  our  fathers' 
cxpen.se,  wlio  had  spent  thirty  years  in  our  scientific 
careers,  who  had  v  'u  out  so  many  arm-chairs,  who 
had  purused  such  tru.K-loads  of  books,  had  understood 
nothing  at  all  in  them?  .  .  . 

In  those  two  years  Comrade  Lenin  was  able  to  write 
a  serious  work  or.  philosophy,  which  in  due  course  nill 
occupy  an  honourable  place  in  the  history  of  the  strug- 
gle for  revolutionary  Marxism.  He  fought  as  pas- 
sionately for  Communism  in  the  mo.st  abstract  domain 
()f  theory  as  he  fights  now  in  the  field  of  practical  poli- 
tics. Perhaps  but  few  amongst  the  Petrograd  workers 
iiave  read  this  philosophical  work  of  Lenin,  but  know 
you  all  that  in  this  book  the  foundations  of  Commun- 
ism were  laid.  He  fought  in  this  book  all  the  bour- 
geois influences,  in  their  most  subtle  and  elusive  forms, 
and  succeeded  in  defending  the  materialist  conception 
of  history  against  the  most  cultured  representatives  of 
the  bourgeoisie,  and  those  writers  among  the  Social 
democrats  Avho  had  succumbed  to  those  influences. 

Then  came  the  years  1910-11.    A  fresh  wind  began 

to  blow,  and  it  became  evident  in  1911  that  the  Labour 

movement  was  being  re-born.    The  Ler-^  ^ays*  opened 

♦The  wholesale  massacre  of  strikers  on   tne  Lena  Gold- 
fields  (a  British  company),  in  1910. — Trans. 
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a  new  \mfic  in  tho  hmtory  of  our  movement.  At  that 
time  we  hnd  already  at  Petrograd  a  "legal"  paper 
t'Hiled  "Zvezda"  (Star),  at  Moscow  a  monthlv  period- 
ical, -Mysl"  (Thought)  and  a  Hmall  labour  group  in 
the  Duma.  The  principal  worker  in  these  papers  ar-d 
Ix'hind  the  Duma  group  was  Lenin. 

.      Lenin  maiu«ge<|  to  teach  a  lew  Labour  members  of 
the  Duma  the  methods  of  revolutionary  parliamentar- 
ism.    You  ojight  to  have  heard  the  conversations  be- 
tween Lenin  and  our  yoiilig  deputies  when  he  was  pro- 
f)oum!ing  to  them  the  lessons  in  such  parliamenfariKiii. 
Simple  Petrograd  proletarians  (FladayefT  and  others) 
Hoidd  come  to  us  and  say:  "We  want  to  engage  in 
serious  legislative  work;  we  want  to  consult  you  about 
the  budget,  about  such  and  such  Hill,  about  certain 
amendments  to  certain  bills  introduced  by  the  Cadets," 
etc.     In   reply  Comrade  Lenin  laughed  heartily,  and 
when  they,  somewhat  abashed,  would  ask  what   was 
the  matter.  Comrade  Lenin  would  reply  t.>  Badayeff: 
"Aly  dear  num,  what  do  you  want  a  budget,  an  amend- 
ment, a  Rill  for?     You  are  workmen,  and  the  Duma 
exists  for  the  ruling  classes.    You  simply  step  forward 
and  tell  all  Russia  in  simple  language  about  the  life 
and  toil  of  the  working  class.    Describe  the  liorrors  of 
(•apitalist  rule,  summon  the  workers  to  nuike  a  revo- 
lution, and  fling  into  the  face  of  this  reactionary  Duma 
that  its  members  are  scoundrels  and  exploiters!"  (Ap- 
plause.)    "You  had  better  introduce  a  'Bill'  stating 
that  in  three  years'  time  Ave  shall  take  you  all,  land- 
lords and  capitalists,  and  hang  you  on  the  lamp-posts. 
That  would  be  a  real  Bill!"     (Applause.)    Such  were 
the   lessons    in    "parliamentarism"    which    Comrade 
Lenin  would  pro^jound  to  the  deputies.    At  first  Com- 
rade  Badayeff  and  ot:  .irs  used  to  find  them  rather 
•lueer.     The  entire   parli-  mentary  surroundings  were 
weighing  upon  our  comrades.    There,  in  the  hall  of  the 
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';';""^"  '  "'' •  «■»•«''•••  "•«•  l>"»m  WH«  moHing,  hII  uen- 

»"nn.p  in  n.H«.,iH<.e,.t  fnM.k  c-nats.  a.ul  tlie  MiniHtoiK 
H«t  aroum   ,„  pla.oH  of  honour-a.ul  thcHC  poor  clop,.- 

'«'H  should  all  of  H  Hud.hM.  hr.ak  out  in  huH.  naKtv  talk  • 
^H  .'r  on,  however,  our  deputies  a8Hin,ilate<I  the  Wnmm 
""•I  ^on.u  s  euj,..vment  wan  houn.lless  when  he  saw  our 
•Inn.t.v.  the  sin.pio  meehanie  Ba<la.veff.  eome  out  on  th.*. 
rostrum  ,„  the  Taurida  Palaee  a.ul  tell  all  those  Kod-. 
/.mnkos,  \olkonskies.  ami  Purishkevitehes  all  that  he 
md  iM-en  taught  by  the  tea.hef  of  the  working,  elas. 
<  «Mnrade  Lenin.     (Applause.) 

n.jrrated  from  Pans  to  (Jalieia  in  order  to  he  nearer 
1"   iHrojrrad.     At   the  .January     (1912)     (!onferenee 
>vlM.'h  took   plaee  ,;t   Prague,  the   Bolsheviks  eonsoli-' 
elated  the  ranks  whidi  had  sutferecl  so  heavilv  at  the 

muds  o  tho  i'ounterrevolutionarles.  The  paHv  eanu. 
»»H.-k  to  l.te  a^a.n.  an.!,  of  eourse.  Lenin  plaved  a  lead- 
"«»r  pnrt.  At  the  instanee  of  the  new  ,.entml  eommif- 
too.  fcnrade  Lenin  a.ul  myself  went  to  stay  at  (Vaeow 

otroprad.  Mo.seow.  an<l  other  towns.  romn.uni,.a. 
t.on  was  established  with  Petro.M.wl,  and  the  arrange- 
ments were   soon   so   perfeeted   that   very  seldom   the 

Pmvda  woud  appear  without  sonie  eontrihufion 
'"•"1  I^emn  V,u  have  been  brou,>ht  up  on  tho.- 
ar  u.les  and  you  know  what  those  papers,  "Zvezda" 
ami  ravda,  were  for  the  working,  elass.  Those 
were   the^  hrst   swallows   of    the    eonnn,   Connnunis, 

".the  eolumns  ot  tho.se  papers,  and  it  is  owinp  to  his 

tt'  .p;rr'''''  «"^  P-^'«*^  ''"tters  to  Petrograd,  thnt 
the  Pravda  sogn  beeame  a  sounding  board  for  all 
Mues  K>ns  of  the  day.  Our  n.aehinery  beeame  .so  per- 
fect that  we  frequently  managed  to  have  a  conference 


;^:'-::;;:r:t;'::::^::'::r"'^ 
'pi..  ..m,;:;l:;:;:„:; -,,,,;:::--;; 

'":^  ;    ""  -.-.s  n.,u-  <|.,,..  Hu.  .s,n.u.  thin,,  fr..;:  ('  ,     " 
^'"..1.,,^.  „n,  only  fh.  IVfro^MVMl    Im.I  tl...    '  ,/""'''' 

;;;;5  ::3:— :;:  ™  ,rr»;;=  ■::■ 

■'«'»•       M»n.N  „  f,.,i,|,.r  w.,r<J  has  |,e,M.  ro,„„| 
•>    !""•  ^^-'k^'.-s   „.   exptvss   their  s.ntinuM.ts      ,« 

lovfil  ..II...      ..t,...  |,„t   nn.st   tV..,,„(...flv  nf  ..II 

1  ine  ^^al.     He  had  J.uijr  t-easec   to  believe  in 
the  European  Social   Democracy;  he  knew  well   tilt 


i 


s. 


riM^ 


32  NICOLA  I      LENIN 

somethnisr  was  rotten  in  Denmark.    He  had  long  been 
sa.vmg  about  official  European  Social  Democrats  that 
they  were  carrying  on  a  contraband  trade  in  rotten 
opportunist  good...     When  the  war  broke  out  we  were 
Hvmg   ,n   a    God-forsaken    little   mountain   village    in 
(xahcia.    I  remember  having  had  a  bet  with  him     1  said 
to  h.m:  'You  will  see,  the  German  Democrats  will  not 
dare  vote  against  the  war,  but  will  abstain  in  the  vote 
on   the  war  eredits."'    Comrade  Lenin   replied-   "No 
they  are  not  .such  scoundrels  after  all.     Thev  will  not' 
o*   eour.se,  fight   the  w.r,  but   they  will,  to  ;as.  thei^ 
eon.scenee,  vote  against  the  credits  in  order  that  the 
Morking  class  might  not  rise  against  them."     In  this 
<'J<se  Lenin  was  wrong,  and  .so  was  f.     Neither  of  us 
I'Hd  taken  the  full  measure  of  the  rtunkevism  of  the 
!S<.<-.al    Patriots.      The     European     Social  "  Denu.crats 
proved  complete  bankrupts.     They  all    voted   for  the 
war  credits.     When   the    first    number  of  the  "Vor 
warts,  •  the  organ  of  the  German  Social   Denmcrats 
arrived  with  the  news  that  they  had   voted  the  war 
eivdits,  J.eiun  at  first  refused  to  believe,     "it  cannot 
be,  '  he  .said,  "it  must   be  a   forged  number.     Those 
scoundrels,  the  German  lu.urgeois,  have  spccialh-  pub- 
lished such  a  number  of  the  'Vorwarts'  in  ordir  also 
to  compel  us  to  go  against  the  ruternational."   Alas   it 
was   .M.t   so.      It   turned  out   that    the   Social   Patriots 
really  had  voted  the  war  credits.    When  Lenin  saw  it 
hKS   hrst   word   was:    "The    Second     International    is 
dead.  ' 

Vt  that  time  tho.se  words  had  the  effect  of  a  bur.stiii- 
I'omb.  At  present  we  all  see  clearly  that  this  is  so  the 
Second  Jnternational  was  <lead.  It  is  now  as  obvious 
to  us  as  the  ABC;  but  think  only  how  great  the  pres- 
tige of  this  International  had  been  before  the  war  It 
at  least,  on  paper,  had  counted  several  million  membern 
contained  in  its  ranks  such  authorities  as  Kautskv 
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and.neld.,   Valliant,   G„..sd.,   Plekhanoff.     And   a 
oi  H  sudden  a  Russian  Marxist  trets  ,.n  -mwI 
t.)  Hi]  the  world    "Thp  i        ,   r         ^         '  «'nu,unees 
Ipf  If  .    .  ^^""""'^   international  is  dead 

iet  It  rest  in  peace."   The  hr  .  •    ,  „    i  ^,  ' 

♦  ^,«       I         ,    .  iir  .,iu^:  and  Hie  protests  of 

bounl,     t  ™P"fn  m    Bolshe-ilM   knew    „o 

^.ould  so  ,„s„|,   the  entire  Socialist  world.        He rr 
Se  ,e,cle„,a„„  s„.vs  ,s„  eve,,  „ow.     Recctiv  «t  Ber  , 
th    Imperial  Chancellor  „,et  the  leaders  of  the  par  ," 

Russia  and   Germany.     Jlerr    Rhert,    Scheidemann  's 
he„ehman  was  the  only  one  to  vot.  against       ?  rca  v 
beeanse.  f„,,„„th,  Lenin  and  his  friends  we      ds"      : 

Knows  ^ery  well  that  he  has  a  serions  enemy  in  th,. 
P-on  of  Lenin.  „e  knows  well  that  if  he  "™  ,  a  . 
'<>  I"".R  on  a  lam„-post-it  will  „ome  to  this  J  Z 
trnarantee  y„„  (A„pla„se)_he  will  be  owin,.  ,  to 
very  large  extent,  an.ong  others,  to  Comrade  Lenin 
U,„„  was  one  of  the  authors  of  the  main  thesis  of 
0  resol„„n,  of  the  Stnttg.rt  International  Congre 

t   s  '.it,     T/:  "'""  "'""  '"-""'".•R.  Lenin  intitcl 
the  ht,  ttgarl   Congress   to   proelain,   that   shonid  an 
n„penal„t  war  begin,  „„r  business  wonld  be  to    „ 
a  revolnt.on,  that  is,  a  eivil  war.     After  protracted 
a.Vume„ts,  the  comn.ission  of  the  Congress  adopted 
„s  de,-,s,„„.  bnt  in  different  words.    Lenin  told  „s  at 
he  t,„,e  how  he  ha.l  been  argning  with  Bebel  ahont 
hose  w„,.d».    According  ,„  Lenin,  Bebel  had  acceptcl 
»h,^  Idea,  bnt  demanded  great  care  in  formulafi,,.-  t  in 
order  not  to  alarm  the  enemy  before  the  time 

Then  the  imperialist  war  actually  came,  but  when 
Lenin  now  repeated  the  Stuttgart  resolution,  when  he 
now  submitted  to  the  leaders  of  the  Second  Interna- 
t.on.1  Bebel's  I.  0.  U.,  the  leaders  only  waived  U  Se 
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and  passed  lo  the  order  of  th«  day,  timt  k,  t„  H,..],- 

respective  governments. 

I  remember  the  first  manifesto  of  „„r  party  „„  ,be 

himself,  as  for  the  rest,  all  our  most  important  parfv 
doeumonts  were.  When  we  translated  it  into  varim'^ 
bnropean  languages  and  read  them  „„t  to  vario 
comrades,  even  the  Swiss  Internationalist  Gri,nr Zl 
•he  Rnraan,an  revolutionary  Hakovsky,  who  is  now  in 
onr  rank.,  were  very  indignant.  Thoy  were  almosi 
liorror-s  ru-ken  wh,.n  thoy  road  the  words  ,i,a  X 
impermhst  war  mns,  be  transformed  into  a  eivil  wa,- 
1  "-day  ,s  ,   all  „«  ,i„,„,„  „,  ^  „  f,     ^^.^^ 

.  we  are  „„  praetieally  transforn.ing  ,„e  haperialist 
..  ,nlo  a  end  war,  but  at  that  time  it  seen.ed  n,o„- 
slrons.  We  were  told  ,l,a,  only  „n  anarebist  eoni  1 
P.-<-aeh  s,u.h  things,  and  virtnally  war  was  dee  a 
'1'""  «s.  Even  at  ;iin,n,erwald  not  nnlv  nmdera.e 
".on,  hnt  also  n.en  like  Rakovsky  and  .be'l.alian  C 
rat,  were  bitterly  opposed  to  ns,  so  that  verv  fleree 

io«  the  headstrong  Rakovsky  was  nearlv  takin.  off 
US  eoat  to  fight  I.enin  and  n,e  for  onr  -opinion^l^at 
Martoff  was  an  agent  of  the  bourgeoisie.  "How  dare 
.vou  say  sueh  things,"  ,hcy  shouted  at  us,  "we  have 
known  Martoff  for  the  last  twenty  vears  "  But  we 
"•pl.od:  "We  know  Martoff  as  well' as  vou  ad 
are  eertan,  that  all  that  is  honest  a«.ong'tbe  Russian 
w„,-kers  wdl  follow  us  and  will  oppose  L  war,  ^r,;! 
iMdrtoll  j.s  champioiunfr  l,our{reois  ideas  " 

But,  of  course,  all  theso  petty  incidents  are  of  .10 
particular  importancee.  I  only  mention  them  to  show 
you  how  dead,  how  stagnant  was  the  European  Social 
Democracy  at  the  beginning  of  the  war.  No  one  was 
prepared  to  fig.ht.  All  had  become  habituated  to  the 
oW  trftQk?  of  legalism  and  parliamentarism  j^  aU  the 
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old  leader,  had  faith  in  -law,"  and  made  of  it  a  fetish 

Iremendous  effort,  we eeded  to  „,.ke  an  il  et 

,.on  even  among  the  Zimmerwaldians.    I  remember  a 

la  h  at  Z.mmerwald  between     Lenin  and  Ledebonr 

Ledebonr  argued.  "It  i,  all  right  for  yo„  here  livin. 

brmid  to  ,s,m.  ,.ppe«l.s  for  a  civil  war,  /  ,ho„l,|  hav^ 

ked    o  see  how  you  wonid  lave  done  it  it\on  had 

wi:  I  '"i  !rr;'  "■  '""'"""■■  ^""  -"™"«" ..,;:' 

^o.ds.  I  ihu.k  he  n>nst  feel  very  tnnch  ashamed  of 
•Zri         '  '■"";'■'"''  '""'"  '■"""y  ^'Pli-'l  '■>  Mm- 
test,    he  also  was  l,v,„g  abroad,  and    only    narrow, 
minded  ph.hstmes  eonld  reproach  him  for  that     I  now 
l.ve  abroad,  becanse  I  was  sent  here  by  the  linssian 
workers,  b„t  when  the  tinte  arrives,  we  shall  know  l„"w 
to  sTund  at  our  posts.  ..." 
And  our  Comrade  Leniii  kept  his  word 
Yet  at  the  bej^innino:  of  the  war  Leniu  found  verv 
little  sympathy  even  amor.j.  those  Socialists  who  wer'e 
oppose<l  to  the  war.     Hut  ,     •        it  now?    At  present 
we  can  say  without  exajr^e.    .     ,.  that  all  that  is  lu>n- 
est  ,n  the  International  rej^ards  Lenin  as  its  leader  and 
Imuner-hearer.      Ln/xari,    the     leader    of   the    Italian 
workers,  who  has  j^rown  cyrey  under  the  red  Imnner 
.•Hul  who  at  Zimmerwald  was  fi^htinj?  Lenin,  is  now 
^^o.nnr  to  pnson  for  three  years  for  Mreulatinj.  Lenin's 
appeals   ni   Italy.     Mehrin,.,    (Mara    Zetkin,    the  best 
amongst  the  German   Internationalists,  who   used    to 
%ht  Lenm  in  the  olden  days,  now  render  him  the  tri- 
bute of  their  greatest  respect.     Or  listen  to  what  has 
been  .said  about  Lenin  by  men  like  Gorter,  Hoghind 
Blagoeff,  Loriot,  and  Serrati.    There  can  be  no  greater 
satisfaction  lor  Comrade  Lenin  than   the  knowledge 
that  he,  by  h.s  work,  has  captivated  the  minds    and 
-hearts  of  such  men  as  all  those  prominent  leaders  of 
labour  in  various  countries. 


% 


^  NICOLAI      LENIN 

Comrade  Lenin  became  the  leader  of  the  Third 
International,  whieH  is  now  being  born.  At  first  many 
virtuous  so-ealled  Socialists  ridiculed  the  idea  that 
Lenin  should  put  -forward  his  candidature  for  the 
leadership  of  the  Third  International,  saying  that  he  is 
aspiring  to  the  honour  of  being  the  successor  of  Baku- 
nin.  But  who  will  now  laugh  when  we  say  that  the 
leader  of  the  Third  International  is  nojio'else  than 
LfMiin?  The  compromise-mongers  have  now  n(»  ijidin- 
ation  to  laugh.  They  would  rather  cry,  because  they 
know  that  the  Third  International  is  a  living  fact, 
although  owing  to  the  stage  of  siege  it  has  not  come 
into  existence  formally.  And  they  also  know  that  the 
new  internatioMal  has  in  the  person  of  Lenin  a  suf- 
ficiently strong  leader,  far-seeing,  courageous,  such  as 
the  working  class  internatioiud  properly  needs. 
*         »         *         *        " 

The  part  played  by  Comrade  Lenin  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war  has  been  (piite  exceptional.   He  was  the 
first  to  begin  collecting  circles  of  Internationalists,  and 
it  was  a  remarkable  sight  how  he  Avas  devoting  his 
inexhaustible  energy  to  this  work  in  Switzerland.    He 
lived  first  at  Berne  and  then  Zurich.    The  Swiss  Social 
Democratic  Party  was  at  that  time  soaked  through  and 
through  by  opportunism  and  patriotism,  and  only  a 
small  group  of  workers  rallied   round   us.     Comrade 
Lenin  would  spend  much  time  and  strength  in  order 
to  organize  some  ten  or  twenty  individuals  belonging 
to  the  Zurich  working  class  youth.    I  lived  at  that  time 
in  another  Swiss  town,  but  1  well  remember  the  en- 
thusiasm which  Comrade  Lenin  devoted  to  this  small 
work.    He  used  to  write  us  numberless  letters,  urging 
us  all  to  work  among  the  Swiss,  and  rejoiced  like  a 
child  when  he  was  able  to  announce  that  at  Zurich 
he  had  succeeded  in  getting  into  the  organisation  of 
the  Left  Social  Democrats  seven  youthful  proletarians, 
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and    nnjrht,  perhaps,  succeed  in  getting  an  eighth 

Ot  course  the  official  Swiss  Social  Democratic  Party 
looked  on  this  work  of  Lenin's  askance.    Greulich  and 
Co.  M^ould  declare  that  Lenin  was  corrupting  the  entire 
working  class  movement  by  his  Russian  "anarchism  " 
Hdeed    Comrade  Lenin  was  corrupting  it  as  muc'.  as 
He  could.     (Applause  and  laughter.)      The    philistine 
Swiss  Goverument  was  .then  ready  to  expel  Leuin  as  a» 
undesirable  alien,  but  now  we  hear  from  our  Swiss 
Socialist  comrade,  Moor,  that  the  Swiss  Govevrnment 
ms  placed  in  the  museum  as  an  historical  document 
the  paper  winch  it  exacted  from  us  as  a  guarantee  that 
we  should  behave  "decently"  in  Switzerland.    I  shall 
not  be  surprised  if    the    Swiss  bourgeoisie,   who  are 
shovying  their  lakes  and   mountains   for  a   franc   per 
bead,  should  soon  charge  five  francs  for  showing  the 
autograph  signature  of  Lenin. 

He,  at  that  time,  in  the  years  1915-17,  was  living  ii- 
Switzerland  quite  a  secluded  life.  The  war  and  the 
collapse  of  the  International  had  deeply  affected  him 
and  many,  who  knew  him  before,  were  surprised  at 
the  change  which  had  taken  place  in  him  since  the 
•ar.  He  never  was  very  tender  towards  the  bour- 
geoisie, but  since  the  war  his  hatred  of  the  bourgeoisie 
became  concentrated  and  sharp  like  a  dagger.  He 
seemed  even  to  have  changed  in  his  face. 

He  then  lived  at  Zurich,  in  the  poorest  quarter,  in 
the  house  of  a  shoemaker,  in  a  sort  of  garret.  He 
chased,  as  it  were,  after  every  proletarian  in  order  to 
proclaim  to  him  that  the  present  war  was  an  imperial- 
ist slaughter,  that  the  honour  of  the  proletariat  de- 
manded to  fight  this  war  to  a  finish,  that  the  arms 
must  not  be  laid  down  until  the  working  class  had 
risen  and  destroyed  the  imperialist  bandits  (pro- 
longed applause). 
The  Burea,u  of  the  Z'^merwald  Left,  in  whicn  the 
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pnnoipnl  part  was  plaved  hv  Lenin    ;J..    i  •     r,  * 

ZtlTlt  ^"•".'•""™«^'».  P-'P-'le-s,  and  three  Z. 
bers  of  the  periodical,  "Vorbote."    It   „oes    wi.h„?t 
»ayn>g  that  Le„i..'.s  propaganda  was  not'to  the  ,a,t 
of  the  International  bourgeoisie.     The  German  bom 
ge„.s  professors  wonM  write  entire  books  to  Z.ouZ 
•bat  a  eerta.n  lunati,.  had  arisen,  who  was  pre,  hi       , 
mad  propagandist  dootrine.    But  we  laughed  ^d  ^i^, 
\\bj    then  ,h,  you   write   1 ks  and   articles    wh  • 

n.t  f on,rade  Len.n  steadily  and  quietly  purs„«l  his 

.' Hours,  and  now  things  have  reached  such  a  pass  tlm 

be  Oern,„n  bourgeoisie  has  had  to  siga  a  treaty  w  ,1 

.mrade  I,enin  as  representing  hnnd'reds  of  .^  iul 

nt  peasants  and  workers  of  entire  Russia.     We    ha  I 

through  ,ls  leader  Leniu  will  dictate  its  will  tVi  old 

.;■  r;  J, ::,  "r"""  ^™'"  -".  perhaps,  :„„t 

tieaties  w  th  the  Ciovernment  of  Karl  Liebkueeht  and 

llie  hist  .Socialist  decree  in  Germany.  (Aoplause-, 

(n  March   „M7,  Comrade  Lenin  reU^rnedt  Russia 
^  n,  reniem her,  eomnides,  the  witches'  sabbath   wh    h 

broke  out  when  Lc and  ourselves,  his  disciples  cm 

»™""bn.ad  througli  Germany.  What  a  howl  the;e "^^ 
abon     he  celehratcd  ".sealed  carriage."   As  a  ma 
"i  fact,  Lenin  entertained  towards  the  German  Im 
perialism   a    hatred  as   fierce  as  towards  the  "th^ 
mperialisms.     At  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  A,:, 
nan  Government  had  arrested  Lenin,  and  he  spent 
two  weeks  in  a  Galician  arrest;house.    When  a  promi 
ent  member  of  Scheidemann's  party  wan  ed  .re"   r 
"ur  carnage   fwhich,  as  a  matter    of    fact    was  not 
sealed)  in  order  to  welcome  us,  the  geiitle^^  Z  t"< 
purposely  by  Lenin  that  ...  h„d  no  inclination  t"     a  k 
with  traitors,  and  would  give  him  a  thrashing  ill. 
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lM,e  Mensheviks  „„.l  s,„i„|i,,  rov„lu,io„an...s  wh„ 
«e.,t  the  «,me  way.     So  far  as  Lenin  was  eoneerned 

|M"d.t.s.  wc  |,ad  n„  choice,  ,<e  could  not  go  to  rZ  ! 
in  any  other  way.  «uw,ia 

'  .»l»'"  ■>'"  dwell  h'erc  in  detail  on  the  part  which 
-"".  has  P  ayed  here  at  Pctrograd  from  the  be  -i 
of  onr  revolntion.    Y,m,  have  seen  his  work    vm       "Z 
«atched  it  as  closely  as  1.     Yon  know  p^  t    „  y  , 

..  .e,nn  ,n  the  .Inly  days  of  ItilT.  For  him  '  ;  ! 
'"-"  d  he  neccsMty  of  the  soiznre  of  power  hy  ,hc 
Pn.le,aru,t  ha.l  been  settled  from  the  first  aooMd 

eie  present.    Lenin  lausihingly  asked  ns,  "Shall  we 
m.t  attempt  now!"  and  he  added:  "No   i    w„  |d  ,  ,? 
:  "."  "■—  P""er  now,  as  nothing  will    ome    't 
..the  .soldiers  at  the  front  being  largely  o,   theTl," 

:'  :k:::'""'A:""  'z  -"'  -""^^"-^ «'« ^^"^^ 

those  Jdy  dt   K         :  "'•""'  ''""  "'"  '•'=»'^'"''"  ■"> 
those  July  da.^  s  Kerensky  did  siu^cced  in  bringing  over 

oldters  fro,n  the  front  against  ns.    What  bec^atae     , h 
.wo  or  three  taonths  later  wa.  still  immatnre    „  Jn 

nd  the  eaptnre  of  power  at  that  time  might  ha'Vbeen 
fatal.    Len,n  realised  this  before  everybody  else    T 
a«y  rate,  Lenin  never  hesitated  for  a  moment  on  tte 
queat.„„  as  to  whether  the  proletariat,  in  o,"r  r7volu 
t.on,  ought  to  seize  the  reins  of  power,  or  „„t.    Aut^ 
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hesitaticms  turned  round  the  question  as  to  whether 

it  eould  not  be  done  earlier. 

You  know  how  things  developed  subsequently.     Wp 
l)assed  through  a  time  when  it  seemed  that  everything 
was  lost.    Comrade  Lenin  for  a  moment  even  doubted 
whether  the  Soviets,  corrupted    by    the  compromise- 
mongers,  could  play  a  decisive  part,  and  he  gave  out 
the  watchword  Ihat  we  might  perhaps  have  to  seize 
power  without  the  Soviets.    But  he  never  for  a  moment 
doubted  that  sooner  or  later  the  power  would  be  in  our 
hands,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  hurl  the  Men.-^he- 
viks  and  the  Socialist  Revolutionaries  to  the  ground. 
At  first,  during  the  July  days,  we  could  not  realize 
what  was  occuring.    One  night,  on  July  16th,  Comrade 
Lenin  alone  came  into  the    editorial    offices    of  the 
"Pravda"  to  hand  over  a  manuscript.    Half  an  hour 
afterwards,  ensigns  were  already  sacking  those  offices. 
On  the  morning  of  July  18th  Lieber  took  me  to  the 
military  staff  of  the  district  to  obtain  redress  in  the 
matter  of  the  sacking  of  the  offices  of  the  "Pravda." 
General  Polovtseff,  the  head  of  the  Staff,  received  me 
with  great  respect.    He- at  that  time  did  not  yet  know 
what  to  do  with  us.    But  an  hour  later  the  Bolsheviks 
were  being  Trrested  and  massacred. 

Then  the  persecutions  started.  Lenin  and  myself 
went  into  hiding.  We  had  formerly  decided  to  be 
arrested— such  was  still  our  faith  in  the  Mensheviks 
and  the  Right  Socialist  Revolutionaries.  But  the  party 
did  not  permit  us  to  do  so.  We,  therefore,  decided  to 
go  on  hiding  ourselves.  A  week  later  Comrade  Lenin 
told  me:  "How  could  we  have  been  so  silly  as  to  think 
for  one  moment  of  tnisting  to  this  band  and  getting 
ourselves  arrested?  There  is  no  other  way  but  to  fight 
this  band  ruthlessly."    (Applause.) 

In  the  same  way  as  Comrade  Lenin  in  July,  1917, 
wisely  declared  thaMhece  must  be  no  attempt  to  seix« 
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m,„„„„.  their  noli,    '','1     '     ""•    '"""•(■"■'■ixn'.    t" 

to  the  central  committee  of  oi,r  n-u-u-  ""''  ^'^''' 

o,v,»„.v  ,o  s„„.„„„rt  the  Ale,,.,ul,.  The,,  ,(    ,     , 
the  Demoon,,,,..  f„„fere„ce  «,  holding-  it.,  sessin         tl 

Our  ectral  eotnmittee  „t  that  time  di.l  ,„„  „,.re. 
w,th  Comrade  I>c„i„.    Alraost  everyhodv  tl,o„<-l,t  ^hat 

Revol„t,„,„ne.   .,,,11   had   a    1,,.,,^    foll„,vi,„.      Let 
.he,,,   w,tho„t   hcitati,,,-   Ion.    left   l,i,  «,;!„„    ad 
Without  eonsnltinfv  anvhrulv    ,.;fi,     *  .\        '       ^ 

fear,  of  hJc  f  :;  amboclx,  ^Mtho^t  consitlerin-  the 
fear,  of  h,s  friends,  came  to  Petro^rad  in  order  to 
preach  an  immediate  rising..  Kerenskv  and  Avxentveff 
-re  at  that  time  i.uin,  writs  for  th;  arrest  of  Li'f 
while  Lenin,  from  his  underground  hiding,  was  pr  .' 
paring  a  rebellion,  arguing  with  those  who  hesitated 
eaatigating  those  who  wer6  afraid,  and  writ  ng  'i 
ag.tatmg  for  an  early  rising.    And  he  succeeded 

At  present  everybody  sees  that  Lenin  was  ri<.ht  It 
was  all  a  matter  of  touch  and  go.  If  we  had  not  taken 
power  into  our  hands.  Sarinoff  and  Paltchinskv  would 
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have  crusljod  us  h  inoiitli  later.  The  queHtiori  was 
raised  by  history  in  no  a'ubifruous  manner.  Eittier  we 
»»r  they.  Either  the  dictatorship  of  the  bourgeoiHie, 
mad  with  Fear  and  hatred  towards  the  workers,  or  the 
dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  pitilessly  sweeping  away 
the  honrjreoisie. 

Now,  of  course,  it  is  all  clear,  but  at  that  time,  amidst 
the  whirlpool  of  events  it  required  the  exact  eye  of  a 
Lertin,  his  y:enius  and  intuition,  in  order  to  declare: 
"Not  a  week  later,  now  or  never."  And  it  also  required 
the  unhendinjr  strenjjth  of  will  of  a  Lenin  to  surmouijt 
all  the  obstacles  and  to  start  at  the  appointed  time  tJie 
greatest  revolution  ever  known  in  history.  It  is  not 
that  nrade  Lenin  did  not  realise  the  tremendous 
diflficulties  with  which  the  working  class  would  be  con- 
fronted after  llie  coii(iuc.>.l  of  power.  Lenin  lcllc^\•  all 
This  to  perfection.  From  the  very  first  days  oi  his 
arrival  at  P»'trograd  ho  ,'1  been  carefully  watching 
the  progressive  econ(»mic  iuin.  He  valued  the  acquaint- 
ance of  every  bank  clerk.  Trying  to  penetrate  into  the 
details  of  the  bank  business.  He  knew  well  the  food 
and  other  difficulties.  In  one  of  his  most  rc'markablc 
books:  "AVill  the  Bolsheviks  be  able  to  keep  the  State 
power?"  Comrade  Lenin  dwelt  in  detail  on  these  diffi- 
culties. It  is  true  that  the  latter' ])roved  still  more  for- 
midable than  even  Lenin  anticipated. 

Hut  no  other  way  was  open  to  the  working  class 
than  the  one  trodden  in  November. 

Both  on  the  question  of  the  nationalisation  of  the 
banks  and  on  that  of  our  food  policy,. as  well  as  mili- 
tary policy,  the  decisive  word  was  said  by  Lenin.  He 
alone  drew  up  in  all  its  details  the  scheme  of  practical 
measures  in  all  these  domains  long  before  November 
7th.  Clearness,  precision,  concreteness — such  are  th^ 
chief  features  in  Lenin's  work,  and  he  alone  has  gen- 
eralised all  these  individual  measures  in  his  work  on 


N  I  C  O  L  A  I      L  E  N  I  N  43 

the  -State,"  which,  to  my  mind,  is  the  most  important 
one  after   Marx's   "Capital."    The   Soviet    State   has 
lound  m  Lenin  not  only  its  chief  political  leader,  prac- 
tical orRaniser,  ardent  propagandist,  poet  and  sin^rer, 
bnt  also  its  i)rincipal  theoretician,  its  Karl  Marx     The 
November  revolntion-in  so  far  as  even  in  a  revolution 
<»rie  ma.>,  and  indeed  must  speak  of  the  part  played  by 
the  individual-as  well  as  the  part  played  in  eonneJ- 
tioM  with  It  by  „ur  party-are  to  the  extent  of  nine- 
tenths  tm?  work  of  Lenin.     If  anybody  could  brin-  into 
line  all  those  who  doubted  or  hesitated,  it  was  Lenin 
i  can  say  this  for  r;iyself,  that  if  1  shall  repent  in  my 
life  of  anythiiifr,  it  will  not  be  of  the  Hfteen  years  that 
I  have  been  workinjr  under  the  jruidance  ot'  Comrade 
Lenin,  but  of  those  few  November  days  when  I  thought 
that  Lenin  was  to,,  much  in  a  hurry,  was  forcing'  events, 
Mas  committincr  a  mistake,  and  that  I  would  have  to' 
oppose  him.    It  is  now  a-,  clear  as  noonday  that  if  the 
M'orkinjr  class,  under  the  guidance  of  Lenin,  had  not 
seized  power  in  time,  we  should,  a  few  week.s  later, 
have  had  th^  dictatorship  of  thq^most   ruthless,  most 
unscr     ■  'ous  bourgeois  rascals.     (Loud  and  continued 
applau.^.y   Jt  is  known  now  that  it  had  been  decided  to 
•massacre  us  all  by  the  time  of  the  meetinj?  of  the  Con- 
stituent Assembly,  and  if  the  generals  liad  had  more 
j^oldiers  at  their  disposal,  they   would  have  done  so. 
Even  after  Novcml>er  7th  the  Right  Socialist  Revolu- 
tionaries intended  to  ma.ssaere    us,  and    one  of  their 
members,  Massloff,  even  recruited  soldiers  for  .the  pur- 
pose.   He  admitted  very  recently  himself,  that  he  had 
succeeded  in  scraping  together  only  5,000  champions 
of  a  very  doubtful  quality.     There  was  the  will,  but 
there  was  not  the  way.  \ 

Comrade  Lenin  calculated  the  moment  to  perfection. 
He  did  not  want  to  delay  even  for  a  week,  and  knew 
how  to  raise  the  question  to  a  direct  issue.   He  wrote 
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art.clt'  Hftor  artick.  publicly,  ov.-r  his  .siffimture,  in  a 
PHper  which  cvoryhcxly  could  road,  openly  app«.alinjf 
Inr  an  armed  risinjr.  and  fixinjf  a  definite  date.  And  all 
fhiM,  while  Kerensky  was  still  in  power  and  seemed  to 
imuiy  to  be  still  very  stronjr.  Lenin  challenjfcd  the  en- 
tire bourf?eoisio  and  all  compromise-monjjers,  tdlinj? 
them  that  to-morrow  he  and  his  friends  would  over- 
throw them.  And  everybody  knew  that  on  the  lips  of 
Lenin  this  was  not  an  empty  threat,  that  it  would  be 
followed  by  deed.  This  could  only  have  been  done  bv 
Lenin. 

And  what  about  those  memorable  (hiys  of  Brest,  the 
(lays  of  bitter  disappointment!  How  difficult,  how 
painfully  difficult  was  it  at  that  time  to  make  a  deci- 


sion 


1  cannot  even  imagine  what  would  have  hap- 
pened if  we  had  not  had  Lenin  with  u.s  at  the  time. 
Who  else  could  have  assumed  this  terrific  responsibility 
•of  acting  against   the  overwhelming  majority  of  the 
Soviets,  against  a  considerable  portion  of  our  party, 
and  at  one  time  aguiyst  even  a  majority-of  the  central 
committee  of  the  party?     Only  Lenin  could  lift   this 
burden  on  his  shoulders,  and  only  he  could  have  been 
followed  by  those  who  were  hesitating.     It  was  Lenin- 
•^vho  was  fated  to  save  Petrograd,  Russia,  our  party, 
our  revolution.    Kow  there  are  but  few  clever  persons' 
who   would  attempt    to    ridicule    Lenin's    theory   of 
"breathing-space."    It  is  now  clear  to  everybody  that 
it  was  the  only  right  thing  to  do.  to  yield  to  the  enemies 
space  in  order  to  gain  time.  .  .  . 

That  is  why  the  man  who  has  accomplished  suck 
work  is  entitled  to  immortality.  That  is  why  a  blow 
directed  against  him  is  received  by  everybody  as  a 
blow  directed  against  themselves.  Comrade  Trotsky 
was  right  when  he  said  in  Moscow:  "When  Comrade 
Lenin  lay  cruelly  wounded  and  struggling  with  death, 
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««rat.  but  lat,.  «■„»  kuider  l„  |,i,„  ,|„„  ,„  j,,,,,,,      , 
"""•  '"""■."'  "'"  l'-"Pl'-  "fl.T  his  d..„,l,.  (>„r  „.„,  h 

»e.I  sfll  the  „„.,„„ry  of  his  |,.„,,l..  a  h.ni;.  .i„„.  hILt 

m  ph.vs„.„  lif,  ,„.j  ,,«,„  ™,,  ,„„  ,^, ,v„i  liv;;,,,;,: 

>J  ,  not  only  ,„  uor  ,„i„Us  and  l„„rts,  h,„  also  i„  on'r 
rank,    ,n  or.lor  ,o  fl.-ht  with  us  and  ,„  ,.„rn-  to    „ 
nn,„,„nu„  end  the  .Irs,  Workers'  .Socialist  Revdution 
(Storm  ot  applausp.)  ' 

Yes,  a  Marat  closely  connected  with  the  millions  of 
he  town  and  country  proletariat.    That  is  Lenin.   Take 
the   tanat.cal    devotion   to   the   people   which    di.stin^- 
|-hed  Marat;  take  his  sin.plicity,  his  intimate  kno;. 
iMlKe  ot  the  soni  of  the  people,  take  his  elemental  faith 
in  the  n.exhau.stihle  strenj^th  of  the  "lower  depths  " 
take  all  this  and  add  to  it  the  first-class  education  of'u 
Marxist    an  iron  will,  an  acute  analytical  mind,  and 
you  will  pet  Lenin  such  as  we  know  him  now.    A  revo- 
utionery  Social  Democrat  is  just  a  Jacobin  who  has 
tied  up  hjs  fate  with  the  most  advanced  cla.ss  of  mod- 
ern  times,   with   the   proletariat-such    was    Lenin's 
reply  in  1904  to  the  Mensheviks  who  were  accusing 
him  of  Jacobinism.     The  figure    of    the  proletarian 
Jacobin,     Lenin  will  yet  throw  into  shade  the  glory 
of  the  most  glorious  of  the  Jacobins  of  the  time  of  the 
Great  French  Revolution.   - 

August  Bebel  was  never  forgiven  by  the  German 
bourgeoisie  for  having  once  declared  in  the  Reichstag- 
"I  hate  your  bourgeois  order;  yes,  I  am  a  deadlv  enemy 
of  your  entire  bourgeois  society."  And  the  same  Rebel 
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used  to  say:  "When  I  am  praised  by  the  bourgeoisie   I 
ask  myself,  'You,  old  fellow,  what  folly  have  you  com- 
mitted to  have  merited  the    praises  of  these  canni- 
bals?' "    But  Comrade  Lenin  will  never  have  to  put 
to  himself  such  a  question.     He  is  quite  guaranteed 
against  that.     He  has  never  been  praised  by  the  bour- 
geoisie who   had  been  persecuting  him  with  a  wild 
hatred  all  during  the  long  years  of  his  captivitv,  and 
he  is  proud  of  it.     At  the  moment  of  greatest*  crisis 
Lenin  is  fond  of  repeating,  as  he  did  on  the  eve  of  the 
November  Revolution,   the   poet's   words:   "We   hear 
sounds  of  approval  not  in  the  sweet  murmur  of  praise, 
but  in  the  wild  shouts  of  rage."   This  is  characteristic 
of  Lenin,  who  is  entirely  reflected  in  the  verses.  Lenin 
quotes  poetry  but  seldom,  but  in  this  case  he  used  it 
with  good  reason.    The  wild  shouts  of  rage  of  the  ene- 
mies of  the  working   class  have   ever  been   the   best 
music  to  Lenin's  car.     The  greater  the   rage  of  the 
enemimes,  the  more  assured  Lenin  is.    x\gain,  Lenin  is 
found   of  comparing   our   revolution   with   a    rushing 
railway   engine.     Indeed,   our   railway   engine   ruslies 
with  a  dizzy  swiftness,  but  then  our  driver  manages 
the  engine,  as  no  one  else  can.     His  eye  is  sharp,  and 
his  hand  is  firm  and  will  not  tremble  for  one  second 
even  at  the  most  dangerous  culverts. 

At  this  moment  our  leader  is  lying  wounded.  For  a 
few  days  he  struggled  with  death,  but  he  vanquished 
it,  and  he  still  lives.  This  is  symbolical.  At  one  time  it 
looked  as  if  our  revolution  had  been  mortally  wounded. 
It  is  at  present  coming  round  again,  as  our  leader  Com- 
rade Lenin  is  coming  round;  the  clouds  will  scatter, 
and  we  shall  vanquish  all  our  enemies.  (Storm  of 
applause.) 

In  ()ne  of  my  telegrams  to  Lenin  I  expressed  the  wish 
that  his  first  appearance  before  the  public  after  his 
convalescence  might  take  place  at  Petrograd  in  our 
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midst.    I  am  profoundly  convinced  that  this  was  also 
desired  by  you,  but  I  am  afraid  that  it  will  not  be  so 
Lenin  will  not  be  restrained.    His  first  public  appear- 
ance, indeed,  already  occurred  to-day.    He  would  ^lot 
acquiesce  in  a  condition  of  an  invalid.    He  rises  frdm 
bed,  asks  for  telegrams'and  papers,  sits  down  to  wo/k 
and  cannot  forget  that  he  is    the    most  responsible' 
worker  m  the  greatest  revolution  in  the  world    (  Ap- 
plause.)   That  is  v/hy  I  think  we  shall  not  have  the 
desired  happiness.    But  we  shall  have  the  happiness  of 
another  kind.     We  know  that  no  Soviet,  no  worker 
enjoys  so  much  the  infinite  love  and  respect  of  Lenin  as 
the  Petrograd  Soviet  and  the  Petrograd  workers. 

This  comrades,  is  no  mere  phrase;  it  is  the  truth 
Ji-ach  time  when  the  situation  becomes  difficult  and 
calls  for  heroic  measures,  the  first  thintj  which  occurs 
to  Comrade  Lenin  is  to  appeal  to  the  Petrograd  prole- 
tanat.  "Why  are  you  idle?  .>on't  you  understand 
that  you  are  the  sait  of  the  earth;  that  vou  must  save 
not  only  yourselves,  but  the  entire  workers'  revolu- 
tion?" Such  is  the  .sense  of  the  numerous  i.i.^ssa-es 
wluch  Comrade  Lenin  has  addressed  to  v<.u  manv 
times  from  Moscow.  Lenin  is  convinced '  that  anV 
mngle  one  of  you,  Petrograd  workers,  is  worth  a  hun- 
dred others.  Comrade  Lenin,  one  could  almost  sav 
has  a  superstitious  faith  in  the  Petrograd  Avorker  He 
IS  profoundly  convinced  that  the  Petrogra.l  worker 
can  do  anything  he  likes;  that  he  possesses  a  special 
talisman ;  is  made  of  a  special  metal. 

Well,  comrades,  we  afe  too  great  friends  to  need 
mutual  compliments.  Still,  I  will  tell  you  that  there 
18  some  truth  in  it.  It  is  not,  of  course,  that  the  Petro- 
grad workers  are  super-human  creatures.  It  is  that 
Petrograd  has  passed  through  the  fire  of  two  revolu- 
tions; that  the  Labour  movement  here  has  passed 
through  the  best  school,  and  that  Lenin  began  here  in 
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the    ii„,et,e»  )„,  ,.«reer;  al«o  that  many  of  yon   with- 
out, perhaps,  y„„r  heing  aware,  have^n  y'u  a  2p 

rem  the  sweat  „t  his  labours,  of  his  untiring  wtk 
Here,  m  Petrograd,  will  be  found  even  now  cTrclela^d 
nests  of  disciples  of  Comrade  Lenin,  who  usedt  »"» 

ron,  month  to  ,„„uth  among  the  more  inteUigelt  p" 

lere  a  ,  hole  generat.on  of  labour  fighters  has  had 
the  J,„pp,ness  to  see  in  their  ranks  a  teaeher  like 

On  this  day  when  there  is  such  joy  in  onr  hearts  on 
he  occasion  of  the  convaleseenee  of  Comrade  Lenin 
vhde  the  general  situation  of  the  t^volntion  contin  es 
o  be  grave ;  on  this  day,  jf  we  wish  to  honour  Comra  e 

L  u.n  and  ,„  justify  his  hopes,  we  must  say  to  our! 

selves:  "Let  us  be  at  least  a  little  like  Comrade  Le,r-> 

]9]2''aTw  ff  .'•™"""'""'  '""'"'  "»''  P-blished  in 
bt       O^rTl''  "'"""'  °'  M«"^"«viks  and  Bund- 
ists.    One  of  the  writers,  I  remember,  apparently  a 
Mueere  man,  relating  his  reminiscence    o?  thrtLt 
1903-.  wrote:  "1  was  a  Menshevik  and  I  hated  Let^n 
but  when  I  read  his  book,  'What  is  to  be  done/ somt' 
where  .„  my  mind  a  thought  arose:  'Well,  it  would  "«t 
be  so  bad  after  all,  to  be  a  little  like  the  ideal  of  a  R™ 
.mn  revolutionary  which  Lenm  depicts  in  the  book  '-' 
Such  were  the  words  of  a  Menshevik,  of  a  rabid  oppon-     ■ 
ent  of  Lemn.    But  we  disciples  and  followers  of  Leoin 
we  have  the  right  to  proolaim  publicly:  "Yes  we  a"' 
endeavouring  to  be  at  least  a  little  like  thi.  arden.  trt 
bune  of  International  Communism,  like   this  greatest 
leader  and  worker  of  the  Socialist    Revolution    ever 

(St"o™'o"f  ^p^Se.)"""^  "™'  '"-•  ^"-"-'^  ^-^^ 
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^^^n^^^^^^^^  *-  Classes. 

«d  "Ilers  of  a„y'S"±^7.«le  tik«  pla«    a^''*^^*"  these 
one  hand  of  th^V^™*"®**'*/  there  L;.^"'    ^^  ^'^h  buyers 

on  the  orher  of  th.^^^l  *°  »>"y  as  chein,l*  '*''"««'«  onVhe 
with  the  hlycrltA^lr  *°  ""  for  a,  S,Jch'»''°"''"«'  »nd 
over  the  purchase  Li"*7  °f  'abor  pow^r  r  Possible,  so 
always  mastersithe  s^n'/'*  f^  labor^power  tV)!'  '''^^S^ 

A^ndt"^^^^^^  '  cf"-rst»r&  "°'^-"  FVo^^^'frc! 
eTiSB^'/lrf^wtTa^^^^^^^ 

t^h7To%e°rV~^ 

de^^e  of7uc«ss°l7 /°  """her  la'bT?.  "PP^"""^" '  'hi? 
'n  accordance  with  ^».  •''**"**  their  fo?m  ^".'^.^'"  ^'th  any 
to  organize  for, elf  H^?^'"«  '°dustr7al  S.h  ^'■??n«atioJ 
educate  theinsell?/  ^*=fense.  they  are  ^tlu^'^''  Compelled 
which  economfc  de '  /"  P^'^P^'-ation  for  th/*"  co.mpclfed  to 
U^ornot.      ""'^^^'°^--*»wi,,pr/j'„V.^%Sj^^^ 

•'•'7,  8«  or  craft  InX.   "JiP'S'iiie.  imtnZ.,!     •  '"•■•'fore, 
"•7  b«  tnabled  to  mo,"  Workers'  6r«n£«Ji"  "'  "•"■>"- 
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